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A Tribute to Archbishop Stephen Hero 
By Msgr. Maurice Fiolleau 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Pilgrimages have a way of revealing God's timing. They remind us that faith is a journey-sometimes smooth, 
sometimes unexpected, always guided by grace. And for our group, God's timing became especially clear in 
the days just before we departed.  
Only a short time before we left for Rome, it was announced that Bishop Stephen had been appointed the 
new Archbishop of Edmonton, his home diocese. The news brought mixed emotions. We were deeply proud 
of him, grateful that the Church had called him to this new responsibility and yet saddened to know that we 
would soon be saying goodbye to a shepherd who had walked with us, prayed with us, and led us with humility 
and strength for four and a half years.  

But in God's providence, we were given this pilgrimage-this sacred time together-before he began his new 
mission. What a gift that was. To walk the streets of Rome with him, to pray beside him at the tombs of the 
apostles, to celebrate Mass together in ancient chapels, to share meals, laughter, and even gelato ... these 
were moments of grace we will carry for the rest of our lives.  

Bishop Stephen has been a true shepherd to our diocese: steady, compassionate, joyful, and deeply rooted in 
prayer. His presence on this pilgrimage reminded us that leadership in the Church is not about titles or 
positions-it is about walking with the people of God. And he walked with us every step of the way, not above 
us, not ahead of us, but beside us.  

We will miss him dearly. But we send him forward with our prayers, our gratitude, and our love, knowing that 
the Archdiocese of Edmonton is receiving a faithful and dedicated archbishop.  

And now, as we await the appointment of our next bishop-our next shepherd-we pray with hope and trust. Pope 
Leo will send us someone chosen for this moment in our diocesan story, someone who will continue the work 
of guiding, teaching, and sanctifying the people of Prince Albert.  

Until then, we remain united in prayer, strengthened by the journey we shared, and grateful beyond words that 
God allowed us to spend this Jubilee pilgrimage with Bishop Stephen. It was a blessing we could never have 
planned, but one that God, in His perfect timing, provided.  

We returned home as Pilgrims of Hope-and part of that hope comes from knowing that God is always at work, 
shaping our path, guiding our leaders, and drawing us closer to Him. 
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How the Catholic Church chooses a new Bishop 

A new bishop is chosen through a confidential, multi-stage process that begins in the local Church 

and ends with the pope, who makes the final appointment. It is one of the most significant decisions in the life of a 

diocese, because a bishop may shepherd a local church for decades. The selection process is deliberate, confidential, 

and rooted in centuries of tradition. It involves extensive consultation at local, national, and Vatican levels.  

Bishops are successors of the apostles and serve as the chief shepherds of their dioceses, responsible for teaching, 

governing, and sanctifying the faithful. In the early Church, bishops were often chosen by the clergy or even elected 

by the people of the diocese. Over time, especially in the Middle Ages, secular rulers sometimes claimed influence 

over episcopal appointments.  

When a diocese becomes vacant, usually due to retirement at age 75 or the death or transfer of a bishop, the process 

to identify a successor begins. The apostolic nuncio, the pope's representative in a country, initiates the search. He 

consults widely: with the archbishop of the province, other bishops, leaders of the national bishops' conference, and 

members of the diocesan consultors. He may also seek input from priests, religious, and laypeople. This broad 

consultation helps identify priests who are respected for their pastoral leadership, doctrinal soundness, and personal 

integrity.  

After gathering information, the nuncio prepares a confidential list of three recommended candidates, known as a 

turnus. Each candidate's dossier includes biographical details, pastoral experience, theological background, and 

assessments of character and suitability. The turnus is then sent to the Dicastery for Bishops in Rome.  

The Dicastery for Bishops, made up of cardinals and archbishops from around the world reviews the candidates. 

They may accept the list, request more information, or ask for an entirely new set of names. Their role is to ensure 

that the candidates meet the universal Church's standards and that the needs of the local diocese are well understood.  

The final decision always rests with the pope, who may choose one of the recommended candidates, request 

additional names, or select someone entirely different. Once the pope makes his choice, the candidate is contacted 

privately and asked whether he accepts the appointment. Only after acceptance is the appointment publicly 

announced.  

Strict confidentiality protects the integrity of the process. It prevents lobbying, protects the reputations of those 

considered, and ensures that the focus remains on discernment rather than politics or personal ambition. The goal is 

to ensure that each diocese receives a bishop who is spiritually grounded, pastorally experienced, and capable of 

guiding the faithful in the mission of the Church.  

For the faithful, the appointment of a new bishop is a moment of hope and renewal. It marks the beginning of a new 

chapter in the diocese's life, guided by a shepherd chosen through prayerful consultation and the wisdom of the 

universal Church. 
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 30th World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life 

 
On February 1st we marked the 30th World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life which is celebrated February 2nd on 
the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple.  We had a time of adoration at Sacred Heart Cathedral in 
Prince Albert, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.  Readers from each of the P.A. parishes were chosen to read the reflections 
based on Dilexit Nos and Dilexi Ti.  

Dilexit Nos (He Loved Us) was an encyclical written by Pope Francis in 2024 about the human and divine love of 
the Heart of Jesus. It emphasized that experiencing Christ’s love is not just personal but a call to action, 
community and social transformation.  Dilexi Ti (I Have Loved You) was an Apostolic Exhortation started by Pope 
Francis but completed by Pope Leo XIV.  It spoke about the Church’s care of the poor - for the love of the poor is 
inseparable from the love of Christ.  Together, these serve as a helpful guide for Christian living, linking personal 
spirituality (the Sacred Heart) to social justice (care of the poor). As Pope Leo emphasized in Dilexi Ti, 
recognizing Christ in the “wounded faces of the poor” requires moving from a faith of words to concrete action.      

The five reflections were followed by a hymn and a time of silent adoration.  Monsignor Maurice also gave a 
short homily relating Jesus offering himself through love for the world to the people in consecrated life; those 
who like Him, offer their lives to the Father and give all they are, through love, in service of his Church and the 
world. He gave thanks for the witness of their lives and also reminded consecrated people that the Feast of the 
Presentation was a time to renew their offering. 

We then had a short word from Fr. Travis, Director of Vocations for the diocese of Prince Albert, who thanked 
everyone for their participation. We concluded with refreshments and a time of fellowship in the basement. 

We hope that all those who attended were blessed by this quiet time of reflection and prayer in the presence of 
He who teaches us how to live out His LOVE. 

Sr. Evelyn Nedelec 
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The St Francis Prayer  

Lord, make me a channel of thy peace;   

that where there is hatred, I may bring love;   

that where there is wrong,  

I may bring the spirit of forgiveness;   

that where there is discord, I may bring 

harmony;   

that where there is error, I may bring truth;   

that where there is doubt, I may bring faith;   

that where there is despair, I may bring hope;   

that where there are shadows, I may bring light;   

that where there is sadness, I may bring joy.   

Lord, grant that I may seek rather to comfort  

than to be comforted;   

to understand, than to be understood;   

to love, than to be loved.   

For it is by self-forgetting that one finds.   

It is by forgiving that one is forgiven.   

It is by dying that one awakens to eternal life.   

Amen.  

  

 

Pope Leo XIV proclaimed  

January 10, 2026, to January 10, 2027  

the Jubilee Year of St. Francis, marking the 800th anniversary of St. Francis’ passing. 
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