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Prayer for a New Bishop for the
Diocese of Prince Albert

&

Go, and make disciples of all nations.
Allez! De toutes les nations faites des disciples.

S O God, eternal shepherd,

who govern your flock with unfailing care,

grant in your boundless fatherly love
a pastor for your Church
who will please you by his holiness
and to us show watchful care.

& - Please prayer for Deacon Dale Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

as he completes his studies.
¢ Next step will be Ordination to

) (Roman Missal, Various Needs and Occasions #4)
the Priesthood.

SIREEL A
o
DOWNTOWN

Come and see the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Prince Albert
Vocations Commission at the
Annual Street Fair in Downtown Prince Albert
June 20, 2026
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A Tribute to Archbishop Stephen Hero
By Msgr. Maurice Fiolleau

Pilgrimages have a way of revealing God's timing. They remind us that faith is a journey-sometimes smooth,
sometimes unexpected, always guided by grace. And for our group, God's timing became especially clear in
the days just before we departed.

Only a short time before we left for Rome, it was announced that Bishop Stephen had been appointed the

new Archbishop of Edmonton, his home diocese. The news brought mixed emotions. We were deeply proud
of him, grateful that the Church had called him to this new responsibility and yet saddened to know that we
would soon be saying goodbye to a shepherd who had walked with us, prayed with us, and led us with humility
and strength for four and a half years.

But in God's providence, we were given this pilgrimage-this sacred time together-before he began his new
mission. What a gift that was. To walk the streets of Rome with him, to pray beside him at the tombs of the
apostles, to celebrate Mass together in ancient chapels, to share meals, laughter, and even gelato ... these
were moments of grace we will carry for the rest of our lives.

Bishop Stephen has been a true shepherd to our diocese: steady, compassionate, joyful, and deeply rooted in
prayer. His presence on this pilgrimage reminded us that leadership in the Church is not about titles or
positions-it is about walking with the people of God. And he walked with us every step of the way, not above
us, not ahead of us, but beside us.

We will miss him dearly. But we send him forward with our prayers, our gratitude, and our love, knowing that
the Archdiocese of Edmonton is receiving a faithful and dedicated archbishop.

And now, as we await the appointment of our next bishop-our next shepherd-we pray with hope and trust. Pope
Leo will send us someone chosen for this moment in our diocesan story, someone who will continue the work
of guiding, teaching, and sanctifying the people of Prince Albert.

Until then, we remain united in prayer, strengthened by the journey we shared, and grateful beyond words that
God allowed us to spend this Jubilee pilgrimage with Bishop Stephen. It was a blessing we could never have
planned, but one that God, in His perfect timing, provided.

We returned home as Pilgrims of Hope-and part of that hope comes from knowing that God is always at work,
shaping our path, guiding our leaders, and drawing us closer to Him.
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How the Catholic Church chooses a new Bishop
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and ends with the pope, who makes the final appointment. It is one of the most significant decisions in the life of a

new bishop is chosen through a confidential, multi-stage process that begins in the local Church

diocese, because a bishop may shepherd a local church for decades. The selection process is deliberate, confidential,
and rooted in centuries of tradition. It involves extensive consultation at local, national, and Vatican levels.

Bishops are successors of the apostles and serve as the chief shepherds of their dioceses, responsible for teaching,
governing, and sanctifying the faithful. In the early Church, bishops were often chosen by the clergy or even elected
by the people of the diocese. Over time, especially in the Middle Ages, secular rulers sometimes claimed influence
over episcopal appointments.

When a diocese becomes vacant, usually due to retirement at age 75 or the death or transfer of a bishop, the process
to identify a successor begins. The apostolic nuncio, the pope's representative in a country, initiates the search. He
consults widely: with the archbishop of the province, other bishops, leaders of the national bishops' conference, and
members of the diocesan consultors. He may also seek input from priests, religious, and laypeople. This broad
consultation helps identify priests who are respected for their pastoral leadership, doctrinal soundness, and personal
integrity.

After gathering information, the nuncio prepares a confidential list of three recommended candidates, known as a
turnus. Each candidate's dossier includes biographical details, pastoral experience, theological background, and
assessments of character and suitability. The turnus is then sent to the Dicastery for Bishops in Rome.

The Dicastery for Bishops, made up of cardinals and archbishops from around the world reviews the candidates.
They may accept the list, request more information, or ask for an entirely new set of names. Their role is to ensure
that the candidates meet the universal Church's standards and that the needs of the local diocese are well understood.

The final decision always rests with the pope, who may choose one of the recommended candidates, request
additional names, or select someone entirely different. Once the pope makes his choice, the candidate is contacted
privately and asked whether he accepts the appointment. Only after acceptance is the appointment publicly
announced.

Strict confidentiality protects the integrity of the process. It prevents lobbying, protects the reputations of those
considered, and ensures that the focus remains on discernment rather than politics or personal ambition. The goal is
to ensure that each diocese receives a bishop who is spiritually grounded, pastorally experienced, and capable of
guiding the faithful in the mission of the Church.

For the faithful, the appointment of a new bishop is a moment of hope and renewal. It marks the beginning of a new
chapter in the diocese's life, guided by a shepherd chosen through prayerful consultation and the wisdom of the
universal Church.
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30th World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life

On February 1%t we marked the 30" World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life which is celebrated February 2" on
the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple. We had a time of adoration at Sacred Heart Cathedral in
Prince Albert, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. Readers from each of the P.A. parishes were chosen to read the reflections
based on Dilexit Nos and Dilexi Ti.

Dilexit Nos (He Loved Us) was an encyclical written by Pope Francis in 2024 about the human and divine love of
the Heart of Jesus. It emphasized that experiencing Christ’s love is not just personal but a call to action,
community and social transformation. Dilexi Ti (I Have Loved You) was an Apostolic Exhortation started by Pope
Francis but completed by Pope Leo XIV. It spoke about the Church’s care of the poor - for the love of the poor is
inseparable from the love of Christ. Together, these serve as a helpful guide for Christian living, linking personal
spirituality (the Sacred Heart) to social justice (care of the poor). As Pope Leo emphasized in Dilexi Ti,
recognizing Christ in the “wounded faces of the poor” requires moving from a faith of words to concrete action.

The five reflections were followed by a hymn and a time of silent adoration. Monsignor Maurice also gave a
short homily relating Jesus offering himself through love for the world to the people in consecrated life; those
who like Him, offer their lives to the Father and give all they are, through love, in service of his Church and the
world. He gave thanks for the witness of their lives and also reminded consecrated people that the Feast of the
Presentation was a time to renew their offering.

We then had a short word from Fr. Travis, Director of Vocations for the diocese of Prince Albert, who thanked
everyone for their participation. We concluded with refreshments and a time of fellowship in the basement.

We hope that all those who attended were blessed by this quiet time of reflection and prayer in the presence of
He who teaches us how to live out His LOVE.

Sr. Evelyn Nedelec
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Pope Leo XIV proclaimed
January 10, 2026, to January 10, 2027
the Jubilee Year of St. Francis, marking the 800 anniversary of St. Francis’ passing.

WHAT ST. FRANCIS
IS BEST KNOWN FOR

1. FOUNDER OF LOVE OF
THE FRANCISCAN CREATION
ORDER ,,

Called the sun,
moon, animals,
and even death

his “brothers

and sisters”

Left behind wealth,
stripped naked in front
of the bishop, and lived

as a beggar for Chris

4. PEACEMAKING
AND HUMILITY L olig
Tamed the Wolf
ofznglo tehro(l,lgh SI.M P'L.ICITY
gentle dialogue His spirituality
attracted thousands
to follow him

The St Francis Prayer

Lord, make me a channel of thy peace;
that where there is hatred, I may bring love;
that where there is wrong,

I may bring the spirit of forgiveness;
that where there is discord, I may bring
harmony;
that where there is error, I may bring truth;
that where there is doubt, I may bring faith;
that where there is despair, | may bring hope;
that where there are shadows, I may bring light;
that where there is sadness, I may bring joy.
Lord, grant that I may seek rather to comfort
than to be comforted;
to understand, than to be understood;
to love, than to be loved.

For it is by self-forgetting that one finds.

It is by forgiving that one is forgiven.

It is by dying that one awakens to eternal life.
Amen.

MIRACULOUS SIGNS
OF GOD’S FAVOR IN
THE LIFE OF

ST. FRANCIS
OF ASSISI

STIGMATA

on Mount La Verna
during a 40-day fast,
Francis saw a vision.
of a seraphic ange!
holding a crucified
Christ.

PREACHING
TO THE BIRDS

Francis once saw a huge 8\
flock of birds and preached
to them about praising God.

The birds stayed completely
still, listened, and only
left when he blessed them.

WATER FROM
THE ROCK

During his retreat,
at La Verna, Francis
and his companions
were thirsty

He prayed, and
a spring of

In 1224, while praying A ferocious wolf terrorized

WOLF OF GUBBIO

the town of Gubblo,
Francis went out,
made the Sign of the
Cross, called the wolf
“Brother Wolf," negrotiated peace.
proonied the townspeople would

HEALINGS

Numerous healings
attributed to him
even it became
shritciner

leee hour
morning

PROPHECIES

Francls predicted the downfail
of certain corrupt clerica,

the future sufferings of his
order, and the conversion

W/E ‘~ . of some sinners — many
JOYUS POVERTY
Francis’ miracles weren't llashy—
they turned hearts to God,



Roman Catholic Diocese of Prince Albert

Spring 2026 Vocations Newsletter

oWy
"apmTjRIS puk 2A0]
UM plIom oY) J0J 9180
03 sn opm3 pue ‘s8ureq
Surarg 11e 300j01d

‘YyIes o) [eS}] ‘UOTJESIO

JO 9]0UM 91} MOURI

pue ssa[g ‘poD) I0yea1D)

06°1S:€ ue(
0C-ST:1 19D
#01 dyo up
¢Z-81:8 uny

peyq

"UOTBID JO
a[oym 2y 10J Aexd 0y

jusuowr e 93[B) 9sea[d

USUIY "SSaUP003
INO X 0 SSOUITM
I8 SOAT] INO

1y os ‘[nykol pue
Apeays moid yjres
mo Aejy iSuans
mo aq ‘9138nns Jo
sowr ur Sy 1o 9q
9qnop Jo sjuswowr
UJ ‘UMO INOX
$1007J01 18U} 9A0]

© IOASI[Dq AI0AS UT
o[pury pue ‘eousserd
mox uradoy

Ino mouoi ‘sestword
INOX UI jsnIj

1o uadoa( priom
a3 JnoySnomy}
ordoad mox jo
yjiey o) uoySusns
‘90013 [[& JO PO

1Z-#1:€ ydg
TT-L:L N
ST-£L YT
wé”m >OHAH
peay

"STOAST[Oq

[T& 103 yirey

JO aseoIoul UB I0J
Aeid 0y Juowowr

e oye) 98B d

ULUIY
‘o0e13 pue ‘Suresy
‘adoy Jo aoeyd © oq
ystred 1o Aepy “op
OM ] UI SAO] JNO X

SSOUJIM PUR ‘YJUIIRM

)M QU002 M
‘ol im oazes 01
sn d[o}] "Ieyjour oUO

JIoJ uotssedwos yym

$}182Y INO [[I] pue
‘Kyun o uadesp
qre] mo ueySusng
‘poussaId Surpind
mox ypm ystzed mo
ssorg ‘poo Surao]

IT-+CT 10D 1
9C-91-C 18D
Or-1€-SCIN
LT El-8T X4

peay

ysued moX 10y
Aeid 0y Juowrowr
B oY) 95Bo[d

USWY
“SSOR SH[I[E KRG
punoims 9oe1s mox
Kewr pue ‘Aol pue
uotssedwos yrm sn
pea 03 SNUIUOD A
Kep “Kep yoes quads
STy moual pue ‘ooead
INOX Yy Wiy

[} “WOPSIAM INOX
UM Wiy ueydusng
*Qrunuod

INO SISOIJO O 9180
oy} pue ‘@ouepind
STY ‘90IAISS TNJYITRT
sty JoF 9senad ysted
INo I0J NOX uey)
9/ “poD) Butao]

OT-€T:S IN

1161
so[oIUONYD 1T
€1-8:L11d
8CT-0T:TIN
peay

‘3sorid
ystred oA 10y
Aeid 01 Jusurowr

B OYe) 9SBI[]

USUrY
pI07T MO ST
ySnomy sty yse
A\ "PUSS [[IM NOX
SUO 9T} SWOO[BM
01 sn a1edard

pue Sunrem

Jo oum s1y) Ut
Ayrun pue sousned
s Arununuod
o sso[g ‘o8emoo
pue ‘vorssedwos
TUOPSTM

HIEA PRSI [[1M-OHM
1oised apyyrer e dn
oster 03 undg LjoH
INOX PuSg 9510y
ST} Y3 pajsnnjus
950U} JO sueay

oy opmng ‘doysiq
MIU B §jIeMmE
9$9001p INO S

‘preydayg o poo

6L SmL,
LTiguny |
91-CI:9 T
9I-1:+ ydg
€C-SILT
m.Gn—EBZ
peay

‘doystg
MOU INo 10§
Aeid 0) Juowrowr

© O)[B) 95BO[ ]

TDWY “POMOYS
oy uotssedwoo pue
Kyizero awes oy YIIM
U mox wrepoord
03 sn uayiSusng
“Kureys pue ‘Aun
‘WOPSIM UT M0I3
Kew oM ‘UOTSS0I0IUT
pue oydurexs s1y
ySnomy ey jueIn
TYoINYD INO K I0J
OAO] 1SBIPEIS STY pue
ey oY) Surpusgep ut
98e1n0o S1Y 107 ‘09T
adod Jo ssoujim o)
I0J S[URY) 9AIS op
9SLIYD SNSSf PI0]

TT-T:6T uf
0T-9T+ Y1
61-ST:1Z U
0C-€T:9T IN
peay

‘007 2dog
10J Ae1d 01 Juswowr
© oY) 95B[ ]

TSIy
‘Kol pue uorssedwoo
UM pes]

OUM SJUBAISS [NJUIIE]
£q pausidusns

2q yoInyy) Mok KA
‘10ke1d pue oA0]
s wieyy 11oddns
01 2or1g o1 SN

Jueld pue SuIpes aIe
no4 esoy} 0} 98eInos
QALD) "OJI] $NOISIRI
pue 91euU0oRIP
‘poouysarid

) 0} SUOTIROOA

UT 9SBAIOUT UL YJTM
9$900Tp INO $$9[g
qunds snorousS e
Woy) UIyjIim uoyeme
pue ojdoad moA

JO speay oy mg
‘s3ur[es [[8 JO poD

01-9:9 SI
9-T-0I X1
6°1-€ Wes |
8¢-SE:6 IN
peay

"SUOTIBOOA
[[& JO oseaIoul ue
10J Aexd 03 Juowrowr
B oY) 95Bo[d

Kepmes

Aepiig

Aepsmyfg,

Kepsaupapy

Kepsong,

Kepuoy

Aepung

depulge ) suonedo A uuuns 9707




