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There is a new Vocation Director in the Diocese
We have gone from this:
On June 14th the Bishop appointed Fr. Travis Myrheim as the new Vocation Director.
This has marked the end of a very rewarding time for me. There is no questioning the
value of priesthood in the Church today. The scandals that have rocked the Church
reflect the need for sterling priests who would reflect the love of God in all they do.
Working with the young men who are journeying towards priesthood is the most
fulfilling thing I have done in the last 25 years. This past summer I had the good fortune
to travel with Fr. Travis on a canoe trip and watched him interact with the young men. I
can tell you that our Vocations Office is in good hands. I wish Fr. Travis all the best. I
will continue to pray for him and help him in any capacity I can; and encourage you to do
the same.
To this:
I have been ordained for 10 years now and have served on the Vocations Commission for
almost that whole time. I love my priesthood and I know the key to happiness is
discovering God’s will for our lives and then doing the best to follow it. As Vocations
Director I would like to spend time teaching people how to discern God’s will and know
what Vocation God has called them too. Please continue to pray for vocations, locally
and for the universal church.

Some of the most important people in our lives, who are with us in some of the most significant
moments of life, are our priests. Men who have given their lives in service to the Church, who
are with us in birth and death, in success and failure, in joy and sorrow, give us the greatest gift
of all: The Blessed Sacrament. This Christmas season, why not give a thoughtful, unique gift to the
priest(s) in your life, showing them that in this time of immense joy and celebration of the coming
of our Lord, you are thinking about (and are grateful for) them? Here are a few ideas:
Invite your parish priest over to a homemade meal and board game night.
Maybe your priest loves to go to the movies? Or maybe he has a favorite comedian, band, or
show? Rather than clutter up his house, give him a night out to enjoy something that will make
him laugh and bring him joy.
Invite him out for coffee or out for a meal and drink.

2

WHAT IS A DEACON?
A permanent deacon is a man ordained—like bishop or priest—to serve as Christ Jesus
who “came not to be served but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Mark
10:45).
The word deacon comes from the Greek word for service: diakonia.
WHAT QUALIFIES a man to be a Deacon? Prayer. Humility. Service. Grace. Suffering.
Love. A willingness to be changed and to offer his life in unpaid sacrificial service to God,
to the Church, to any and all in need of God’s mercy.
HOW DOES a man become a Deacon? Through a process of discernment and formation
that takes about four or five years. If a man is married, his wife and family must also come
to embrace the joys and demands of having a husband and father who is a deacon.
If you are interested in getting more information about the Permanent Diaconate Program,
or becoming a permanent Deacon, contact Fr. Michael Averyt at meaveryt@gmail.com or
phone 306-763-1484.

Thank you for the donation of a car for Tai Le, a seminarian for our diocese, who
is interning at Sacred Heart Cathedral. Part of his ministry will be to visit
parishioners in his parish. This car will help for his ministry. The Vocations
Commission would also ask that you continue to pray for Tai as he journeys to
ordination.

Vocations and Altar Servers
Almost every seminarian in studies, mentions a priest who has influenced his
decision to enter the seminary. The is no question that God is calling many young
men, in our diocese to become priests. Unfortunately, with a plethora of other
voices out there, the quiet voice of God often gets drowned out. The Vocations
Commission is challenging all priests and parishes to organize an activity in their
parish which would expose a young inquisitive mind to possibility of religious life.
Take them bowling, or swimming. Play shinny one night. Watch a movie with lots
of popcorn. Plant the seed that one day will grow. Remember your priest was
someone’s son…your son may one day become someone’s priest.
Alexei Kawula’s comment on the 2019 Vocations Canoe Trip
6 days, 80kms, 60,000 strokes of the paddle, daily Mass, routine reflections, and
ever admiring the beauty of God's raw creation.
This is how I usually explain my participation in my first canoe trip this summer.
5 guys and 2 priests taking a week off to get out of the regular grind of life and be
one with God's amazing creation in the untouched Canadian wilderness.
There were struggles, but the mental and spiritual reset was worth it. Yes, I am
still a struggling man. But God has given me this eye-opening experience and I
am grateful for it.
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Save the Date:
37th World Youth Day, Lisbon Portugal
July 24th to August 1st , 2022.
“Mary arose and went with haste” (Lk 1:39)
Watch for more information in future newsletters.

The Rise of Christ – Career Fair
Could you be a hero? This is what we asked the students at this year’s Career Fair
in Prince Albert. We compared the characters in the movie Star Wars - heroes
who worked together using the power of the force to save the galaxy - with real
life, the opportunity to use the power of the Holy Spirit to work together as church
to bring the peace and love of Jesus Christ into this world. Through our careers
and lives, God calls us to particular vocations of religious life, priesthood,
marriage, or the single life, to be a hero, a Saint, through faith and service.
As always it was a joy speaking with these young people who were eager to serve,
eager to learn and be open to the will of God in their lives. Please pray for them
that they may clearly hear God’s voice and follow where He leads.
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Encountering the Lord on African soil
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.” (Lam 3.22-23)
How true this is in my life! Since my first vows on August 9, 2014, the Lord has
continued to draw my heart to Himself, and to purify my love for Him and for others.
This year, in preparation for my final profession, I have been graced with a year of
renewal to continue this process of purification and allowing the Lord to deepen His
call within me. For this sabbatical year, the Lord has gifted me by sending me to be
with our Sisters of the Presentation of Mary in Senegal (a French speaking country on
the west coast of Africa).
In Senegal, there are five of us preparing for final vows (three Sisters from Senegal,
one from Cameroon and I). We are living in community with our Sister who is in
charge of our formation program, two Sisters working at our Presentation of Mary preschool and one Sister who is the Nursing Director of the Catholic medical posts of the
country. The nine of us share prayer and a lively community life.
For the five of us in this year of renewal, we are called to step back from ministry and
enter once again into the desert to hear the voice of our Beloved speaking tenderly to
our hearts (see Hosea 2:14). We have many different times of individual and communal
prayer, as well as time to meditate on our Rule of Life and the writings of Blessed
Marie Rivier, the Foundress of the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary. Once again, as
during my novitiate, my heart delights as I deepen my understanding of the beauty of
our call as Sisters of the Presentation of Mary.
“We are the Daughters of Mary,
called to live like her,
in a state of adoration and offering before God,
walking in love in his presence” (Rule of Life – C 11).
Zeal to make Jesus Christ known and loved
is the special characteristic of the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary.
This constant and generous zeal
gives us the audacity to announce Jesus Christ
to all those to whom we are sent. (Rule of Life – C 9)
This interior life of continual adoration propels us into mission to announce to the
world the God of love whom we adore! In order to deepen our interior life and equip us
for mission, we are attending two classes at the St. Agustin College: “Introduction to
the Bible” and the “Social Doctrine of the Church.” Both of the classes are very
enriching and will definitely help me in my ministry when I return to Canada next
summer. It is also really great to meet many different men and women religious who
are studying there from different congregations. It is beautiful to see the diversity and
unity that the Holy Spirit brings about!
I’m also really enjoying spending some time working in the garden. We have many
different fruit trees! Right now the bananas are ripening! So good! I'll be making lots of
banana bread! We also have lemon, lime, orange, papaya, mango and avocado trees.
The passion fruit, which grow on vines, and the “cabat” are new favorite fruit of mine.
I was climbing the trees yesterday to pick some of the “cabat”, but ended up getting the
sticky sap all over myself! I’m still working at getting it off! But the fruit will make
some really good juice for our Feast Day on November 21st!
As I continue my journey, I am excited to see how the Lord will continue to manifest
his mercy anew each morning (see Lam 2: 22-23). Know that I pray often for our
country, our community and all my loved ones back home. Please pray for me and also
for all other young women who feel drawn to consecrate their whole life to the Lord,
that they may hear the voice of their Beloved calling them to “come and see” and that
hearing the Lord knocking at their heart, they may not delay in opening to Him who
“takes nothing away but gives us everything!”
Dear young people:
“Do not be afraid of Christ!
He takes nothing away, and he gives you everything.
When we give ourselves to him, we receive a hundredfold in return.
Yes, open, open wide the doors to Christ – and you will find true life. Amen.”
— Pope Benedict XVI

