Bulletin Inserts for every week
                        Reflections for your weekly parish bulletin, Year A.

First Sunday of Advent – A
A Vocation View: In our materialistic society, someone must stand up to speak for our spiritual heritage. Could that be you?

Prayer: That those called to plow the Lord’s vineyard with the sword of His Word and Spirit will respond with generosity in serving Him as a priest, deacon or consecrated religious, we pray to the Lord.

Action: DID YOU KNOW… every member of the Church needs to consciously feel responsibility for promoting vocations, especially since God’s voice may be drowned out by “other voices?” A wealth of vocation information is available at usccb.org, the website of the US Bishops. 
Second Sunday in Advent – A

A Vocation View: Isaiah says: "The earth shall be filled with knowledge of the Lord." Who taught you knowledge of the Lord, and who are you teaching today? 

Prayer: For all those especially chosen by Christ to "prepare the way of the Lord" in their hearts and the hearts of His people as priests, deacons, brothers and sisters, we pray to the Lord.

Action: IN TALKING WITH YOUR CHILDREN, remember to raise the call to Church ministry? The process of answering God’s call begins in childhood. Throughout adolescence and adulthood, the attitudes assumed in childhood begin to influence the course of one’s life. A vocation or a talent will not grow to fruition unless it is nurtured in childhood and adolescence by a parent. 
Third Sunday in Advent – A

A Vocation View: "As your models in suffering hardships and in patience, friend, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord." (James5:10) A vocation is responding to the call of God.

Prayer: For those called by the Lord to be priests, deacons and consecrated religious, that the peace of Christ will guard their hearts and minds as they proclaim the good news of salvation to His people, we pray to the Lord.

Action: WE EACH HAVE A VOCATION – the thing to do is answer the call. We each have something to give. Dorothy Day 

Fourth Sunday in Advent – A

A Vocation View: Vocations from God are not always clear. Not all of us are like Joseph who had an angel appear to him saying: "Take Mary as your wife, and fear not."

Prayer: For a deeper trust and docility to the Holy Spirit among persons discerning a call to serve Christ as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: PRAYER is a moving force in vocation development. Prayer is effective; prayer is powerful; prayer is essential. Few are called to priesthood or religious life, but all are called to pray for vocations. 

“Lord, your Church is in need. Touch the hearts of many within our parish with the desire to serve you. Call forth from this community: sisters, brothers, deacons, priests and lay leaders. Help us to live lives that will nurture childhood trust into adult commitment. May this parish be a source of hope and a source of ministers for your Church, your people and your world. Amen.” 
Christmas A, B, C

A Vocation View: Vocations are born in the family. The priests, sisters and brothers of tomorrow are being born in our local hospitals and playing in our own backyards.

Prayer: That as Joseph and Mary welcomed the gift of the Child Jesus, all mothers and fathers will prayerfully foster each of their children’s vocations in Christ and especially welcome His call for priests, brothers and sisters, we pray to the Lord.
Action: FAMILY LIFE can build values integral to a strong vocation — whether to priesthood, religious life or marriage. Teaching your children to value commitment, service and prayer will help them make strong vocation decisions as adults and live out those vocations with success and fulfilment.
Feast of the Holy Family - A, B, C

A Vocation View: Families are where kindness, humility, patience and thanksgiving are lived and celebrated. People cannot truly teach these qualities unless they have experienced them.

Prayer: That Catholic families will pray generously for vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life from among their children, we pray to the Lord.

Action: JESUS COMMANDED US to pray for vocations with his words, “Pray, therefore, the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest” (Mt. 9:38). Take on prayer for vocations as your personal effort to increase the number of priests, sisters, brothers, and lay ministers.
Octave of Christmas - A, B, C

A Vocation View: Mary, Mother of the Priest Jesus, is especially Mother to all Priests. Pray to Mary to ask her guidance in your life.

Prayer: That through our Blessed Mother’s intercession, all those being called to holiness as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, will find joy and faithfulness in their vocations, we pray to the Lord.

Action: HOLINESS is a challenge for all of us, whatever our specific vocations. We are called to be holy in all aspects of our lives. This is an ongoing process, often slowed by setbacks. When the saints were alive, they did not regard themselves as saints; rather, they knew they were sinners — and they strived to be saints. The process of becoming holy is, even for saints, filled with struggle. Know you are a sinner; strive to be a saint.
Epiphany of the Lord - A, B, C

A Vocation View: More valuable than material gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, is the invaluable gift of our lives. There is no greater gift than to lay down one's life for one's friends.

Prayer: For an increased understanding among our young people that they would know they are uniquely chosen by God to be holy through their specific vocation to their state in life in Christ, we pray to the Lord

Action: CHRIST SPOKE of the talents each one of us has, talents which must not buried. Our calling is to take those talents, develop them fully, and then use them in establishing His kingdom on earth. Are you using your talents to fulfill your vocation to service? Take some time today to reflect on how you might use your special talents in the service of the Kingdom. 

Baptism of the Lord - A, B, C

A Vocation View: Baptism is the starting point; union with God is our goal. How we serve others in between is our Vocation.

Prayer: That every parishioner will increase their dedication to fostering vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life through prayer and words of invitation and encouragement, we pray to the Lord.

Action: HAVE YOU HEARD of Serra Clubs? That is Serra Clubs, not Sierra Clubs! The mission of Serra is to pray for, foster and affirm vocations. It seeks to help the faithful understand that each person has a vocation and especially to help vocations to priesthood and religious life. Serra is named after Blessed Junipero Serra, who started a series of missions in California to bring Catholicism to them. Their website is serraus.org.
First Sunday of Lent - A

A Vocation View: Lent is a season of renewal, of spiritual growth.  These forty penitential days invite us to strive for our true calling.  Let us all open our hearts to the Holy Spirit.

Prayer: That prayer, fasting and almsgiving will dispose more men and women to follow the Holy Spirit as He leads them to discover their vocations in Christ, we pray to the Lord.

Action: THE CHURCH INVITES all of us to make a generous gift of our life through married life, intentional single life, priesthood or religious life. In what state can we flourish?

Second Sunday of Lent – A

A Vocation View: The Lord called Abram to go forth to a new land and begin a new nation. There's no telling what we can become by responding to the Lord's invitation to us.

Prayer: For all our priests, who bring us to the mountain of Christ at every Mass and feed us with His transforming love in the sacraments, we pray to the Lord.

Action: “IT IS REALLY GOD HIMSELF, the ‘LORD of the harvest’, who chooses his laborers. His call is always undeserved and unexpected. We are called to cooperate with his providence, and to use the powerful tool which he has placed in our hands: prayer. Jesus said ‘Pray the LORD of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest!’”
Third Sunday of Lent – A

A Vocation View: Only the Lord can give true living water, fullness of life. Our body cannot survive without water; our spirit cannot survive without living water. Now is the time to renew our lives in the waters and Spirit of Baptism.

Prayer: For all those thirsting to know their vocations in Christ, that they will be open to the waters of prayer and drink fully of the Holy Spirit who leads them, we pray to the Lord.

Action: THE CALL TO VOCATION is God’s, not ours. That is why it is important to pray for vocations. “PRAY therefore the LORD of the harvest send out laborers into his harvest.”
Fourth Sunday of Lent – A

A Vocation View: If we can't see where we're going, we'll never get there. The Good Shepherd leads us to green pastures, refreshes our souls and brings light to a darkened world.

Prayer: That like the man born blind, we will allow Jesus to open our eyes and hearts to His will and bring more men and women to respond to His call to serve Him and His Church as priests, deacons and and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: WHAT IS A DEACON? A permanent deacon is a man ordained—like bishop or priest—to serve as Christ Jesus who “came not to be served but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). The word deacon comes from the Greek word for service: diakonia.
Fifth Sunday of Lent – A

A Vocation View: Seeing physically dead people return to life is not a common event. But Christians, serious about their vocation, are eager to help the "down and out" find new meaning in Christ and live a full life.

Prayer: For all those being called to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life, that they may deepen their faith in Christ who calls them to glorify God in a profoundly personal way through their vocations, we pray to the Lord.
Action: A PERSON receives “a call” not just or his own benefit but also for the benefit of others, for the welfare and comfort of many.
Palm Sunday – A

A Vocation View: Today's world is so filled with suffering, injustice, anger, depression and loneliness that it cries for people waving palm branches of hope and resurrection, proclaiming new life.

Prayer: For the faithful response of all men and women called to follow Christ and His passion more closely through a vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: WHAT IS A SISTER? A Sister lives in a religious community that follows a constantly renewed tradition, patterned on the life and teaching of the founder of the community. The work she generally does will depend upon the ministries of that community as influenced by the needs of the Church and its people — for example: teaching, social work, administration, nursing, peace and justice ministry, etc. If the lifestyle of a Sister sounds attractive to you contact the diocesan vocation office for more information.
Easter Sunday - A, B, C

A Vocation View: You have been given new life in Christ. Forsake earthly materialism, in order to live life to the full.

Prayer: That more men and women will joyfully answer the call of the Lord to proclaim His life, death and resurrection as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.

Action: DID YOU KNOW… that Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen in 1951 inaugurated a World Mission Rosary, with each decade representing one of the five continents? Pope Benedict XVI declared this Year of Faith “to lead men and women out of the desert… toward friendship with Christ who gives fullness to life.” He has asked us to be part of a great Prayer Movement including the World Mission Rosary. You can read more at www.onefamilyinmission.org.
Second Sunday of Easter – A

A Vocation View: It is only through people like you that others will be able to say: "We have seen the Lord." With the resurrection to empower you and with Jesus to lure you, you too can inspire others who have not seen to believe.

Prayer: For all our priests, deacons, sisters and brothers whom God has sent in the name of Jesus to serve the people of our diocese, that they will be blessed with continued faithfulness to Him and inspire many more to consider a vocation to consecrated life and ordained ministry, we pray to the Lord.
Action: THE LOVING ENVIRONMENT of a family draws forth an individual’s greatest talents and gifts. We’ve come to realize that creating an atmosphere in which children can hear the Lord’s call is one of the most significant responsibilities resting on our shoulders as parents. Our own lives must reflect the presence of God, His Word, and the love He offers His people.
Third Sunday of Easter – A

A Vocation View: We can feel the Lord's call at the strangest places and times. The call can haunt us and pursue us until we say, "Lord, what will you have me do?"

Prayer: That all Catholic mothers and father will draw close to Mary and nurture openness to the Holy Spirit in the Lord’s call to their children, we pray to the Lord.
Action: PARENTS, do you encourage your children to develop their talents and gifts? Do you encourage your children to think of Church ministry as a possible life choice?
Fourth Sunday of Easter – A

A Vocation View: This is the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. "The harvest is great, but the labourers are few. Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send more labourers into the Harvest."

Prayer: For an increase in vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated life, especially for our diocese, that God will raise up good shepherds in our midst, we pray to the Lord.
Action: OVER THE CENTURIES, the Church has exhorted the faithful to do everything they can for the priests who trace their priestly ancestry to Christ’s ordination of the apostles at the Last Supper on Holy Thursday night. Catholics are to pray for priests. They are to make sacrifices for priests. They should have Masses said for priests. They should encourage priests to remain faithful to their high vocation and do everything in their power to ensure the sanctity of priests. Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. - www.therealpresence.org
Fifth Sunday of Easter – A

A Vocation View: The new ministry of "Deacon" is mentioned in today's Scripture. Perhaps the Lord is calling you to assist with the charitable, educational or liturgical needs of the Lord's People today.

Prayer: For a deeper faith, hope and love among all Christians in Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life and especially among those He is calling to do the works that He does as a priest, deacon or consecrated religious, we pray to the Lord.
Action: A DEACON is a man with a vocation (call) from the Holy Spirit to embody and make visible the service (diakonia) of Jesus in the Church and to the world.  The deacon’s service is rooted in Love and makes God’s love visible in a three-fold way: in the ministry of the Word, in the ministry of Sacrament, and in the ministry of Charity and Justice. Through the deacon’s ministry, we see a clearer image (icon) of Christ the Servant. We see Love in action!
Sixth Sunday of Easter – A

A Vocation View: That Jesus rose from the dead is our Faith. That we can be reborn in the Spirit is our Hope. That we can do God's work is our Love. Follow God's Call.

Prayer: For a growing conviction among our young people that they are loved by our Heavenly Father and that Jesus will manifest Himself to them through their vocations, we pray to the Lord.

Action: ALTHOUGH there has been a noticeable decline in Mass attendance and an increase in secularism, there is a significant number of young Catholics who are deeply committed to their faith while working in the secular world.
Ascension of the Lord – A

A Vocation View: Through His death, resurrection and ascension, Christ showed us the path to eternal life. Know that the Lord is with you always, through your struggles and triumphs, and that he will hear your prayers.

Prayer: That seated at the right hand of His Father in heaven, the Lord will generously share His spirit of wisdom with all those now discerning their vocation and open the eyes of the hearts in faithfulness, we pray to the Lord.
Action: PRAYER FOR MY VOCATION Heavenly Father, You have a great and loving plan for our world and for me. I want to do my part in your plan. Help me to see the signs that You give me. Open my heart to respond to You. Grant me the courage to follow your call. Give me the strength to serve You and your people with generosity and love. Amen.
Pentecost Sunday – A

A Vocation View: "There are different gifts, but the same Spirit." Each of us has been graced with certain gifts of the Spirit. And they are active, if we utilize them for the building up of the Church. Name the way the Lord has gifted you.

Prayer: For an increased devotion to the Holy Spirit among our young people, as He leads them in their prayerful discernment to discover their vocation in Christ, we pray to the Lord.
Action: MYSTERIOUSLY the Holy Spirit distributes charisms to build up the church. Charisms are free gifts given to individuals (as part of the body of Christ) helping the church carry out its mission. “There are different gifts but the same Spirit, there are different ministries but the same LORD; there are different works but the same God who accomplishes all of them in everyone. To each person the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” (1 Cor 12 4-7)
Trinity Sunday – A

A Vocation View: Each of us experiences a story of God's self-revelation in a unique way. Tell your story to someone this week. Add to the beautiful mosaic of God's life in this world by the story of your life.

Prayer: That Catholic mothers and fathers will foster vocation awareness among their children, knowing that they will be helping to reveal the Heavenly Father’s love by their prayer, guidance and example, we pray to the Lord.
Action: PARENTS… don’t be afraid to encourage service in your children. Mothers are often the main influence in a man’s discernment to the priesthood.
Corpus Christi – A

A Vocation View: That we can collaborate with God is a humbling truth. That God lives among us is startling. That we are the Body of Christ is our vocation.

Prayer: That all Catholics will adore the great gift of the Holy Eucharist given to them by Jesus Christ at the hands of His priests and that those chosen to nourish His body as priests and in the consecrated life will inspire many more to follow Him, we pray to the Lord.

Action: WHAT IS SO SPECIAL ABOUT THE PRIESTHOOD? The answer is the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist! Through it the priest offers the most sublime of sacrifices, that of God the Son to God the Father, applying the merits of Calvary to our lives today.
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: Isaiah's vocation was to be a light to the nations. Nations and neighbourhoods need missionaries - lay, clergy and religious. Listen to the call!

Prayer: That all baptized Catholics will recognize their responsibility to discover their vocation in Christ and follow Him, especially those chosen for the unique calling to the priesthood or consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: WHATEVER STATE OF LIFE God calls us to, we bring with us an assortment of experiences, interests and gifts – however small they seem to us. We are called to put our lives at the service of the LORD and our neighbor, wherever we find ourselves. Where and how is God calling you to spread His Good News – His Love?
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: Jesus said: "Come after me and I will make you fishers of men." Today he could say: "I will make you mechanics of souls; doctors of wounded hearts, counsellors of broken families; clowns in a joyless society." But regardless, Come!

Prayer: For an increase in vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life and for a deeper gratitude for the priests and religious now serving our diocese by proclaiming the kingdom of heaven among us, we pray to the Lord.
Action: THE FIRST WORD OF JESUS in the Gospel was “come”; the last word of Jesus was “go.” Ven. Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: A child's handful of pulled dandelions will bring joy to a mother. A small act of kindness will surprise the lonely heart. Who will bring joy and kindness today?

Prayer: That all those discerning a vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life will find encouragement through our prayers and sacrifices on their behalf, we pray to the Lord.
Action: WE HAVE TO ENCOURAGE those considering a vocation to take a risk. Like falling in love and getting married, or remaining single, there is a decision to be made and often people are afraid of commitment.
Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: Jesus speaks on Vocations: "You are the salt of the earth. You are the light of the world. Your light must shine before people so that they may see your goodness in your acts, giving praise to your heavenly Father."

Prayer: That God’s love for us manifest in the gift of His only Son will inspire many men and women to give themselves to God as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.

Action: LIFE is not merely summarized by “what are you willing to die for”, ask yourself “what am I willing to LIVE for?”
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: God in his wisdom predestined our glory before the ages began. Some people he predestines to be priests or religious - might you be one of them? Listen to the call!

Prayer: That the Holy Spirit who scrutinizes everything, will assist all those discerning a vocation to the priesthood and consecrated life in discovering the truth of God’s call, we pray to the Lord.
Action: IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, Samuel was awakened from sleep by the voice of God calling his name. In the New Testament, Paul was knocked off his horse. Does God call in this way today? Usually not. One seminarian describes his experience of call: “I was very involved in my parish doing youth ministry and teaching C.C.D. and I was happy with that. But for some reason it wasn’t enough. I had a nagging feeling that I wanted to do more for people.” 

Do you feel you may be called to priesthood, sisterhood, or brotherhood? Contact the diocesan vocation office.  vocations@padiocese.ca
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: We read in Leviticus: "You must love your neighbour, as yourself!" Some are being called to love their neighbour as a priest or religious. Pray that many will answer the call to love.

Prayer: For all those called to be perfected through the vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life, that their lives of service in charity will bear lasting fruit, we pray to the Lord.
Action: SAINTS ARE MODELS FOR US – and there are many websites offering great information! Some of them are https://mycatholic.life/saints/ and usccb.org.
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: "The Lord will bring light to all that is hidden in darkness." He can only bring that light if you will be his hands and his feet and his heart in the world. Be people of light.

Prayer: That by their example of seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness; priests, deacons, sisters and brothers will win many souls to Christ, we pray to the Lord.
Action: GOOD EXAMPLE is the most efficacious apostolate. You must be as lighted lanterns and shine like brilliant chandeliers among men. By your good example and your words, animate others to know and love God. St. Mary Joseph Rossello
Ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: “Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who build his house on rock.”  Let us all build our houses on rock!

Prayer: For confident trust in the Lord who He leads and guides all those discerning a call to serve Him and His people as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.

Action: DID YOU KNOW… that just because a young man goes to the Seminary doesn’t automatically mean he will become a priest? Those young men are discerning whether they are indeed called into that particular kind of service to our LORD. They would appreciate your prayers for them!
Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A
A Vocation View: When Jesus called Matthew he simply said, “Follow-me.”  All our lives we hear those same words, “Follow-me, Follow-me, Follow-me.”  

Prayer: That our young people will respond promptly to the call of the Lord to follow Him as priests, deacons or consecrated religious men and women, we pray to the Lord.
Action: HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE MELCHIZEDEK PROJECT? 

In it, Catholic men meet to pray about their lives, listen for God's voice, and get serious about answering His call. The Project's handbook, "To Save a Thousand Souls" by Father Brett Brannen, is the ultimate guidebook for discerning a vocation to the Catholic priesthood.
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: Jesus had compassion for the crowd because they were like sheep without a shepherd.  Jesus called his disciples to shepherd his flock, and he calls us to continue shepherding his flock.  Pray that many people would respond to that call. 

Prayer: That Catholic mothers and fathers will foster vocation awareness among their children, knowing that they will be helping to reveal the Heavenly Father’s love by their prayer, guidance and example, we pray to the Lord.
Action: DEAR YOUNG PEOPLE: Do not be afraid of Christ. He takes nothing away, and He gives you everything. When we give ourselves to Him, we receive a hundredfold in return. Pope Benedict XVI
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: 2000 years ago Jesus summoned his disciples and sent them out—comforting them with the words    “Have no fear.”  Today he is saying the same thing, “When you go out in my name—have no fear!”

Prayer: That men and women will respond with compassion to the hunger of all people for knowledge of Jesus, by praying to know and be faithful to their vocations in Christ, we pray to the Lord.
Action: ST. THOMAS MERTON prayed: “My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going, I do not see the road ahead of me…But I believe that the desire to please You does in fact please You. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.” 

IF YOU ARE MARRIED or soon to be married, you need to realize that your marriage is your vocation! Your marriage must come before all things except God!
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: Jesus knew that when we are committed to whatever we are doing no obstacle can prevent us from reaching our goal. So Jesus could say: "If you will not take up your cross and come after me you are not worthy of me."

Prayer: That all those now discerning their vocations will be released from the chains of fear and disbelief, so as to follow the Lord generously as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.

Action: FAITH AND PRAYER do not resolve problems but enable one to address them with a new light and strength, in a way fitting to man, and also more serenely and effectively. Pope Benedict XVI.
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: Have you discovered yet that there is more to life than what only material things have to offer? We live in the Spirit. Only in the Lord can we find lasting peace. Speak the Good News.

Prayer: That more men and women will learn from Jesus and discover that the yoke of their vocation is perfectly suited to them and respond with humble, gentle service as priests, deacons and consecrated religious, we pray to the Lord.
Action: “GOSPEL” means God has broken His silence, God has spoken, God exists. This fact as such is salvation, God knows us, God loves us, He has entered into history. Jesus is His Word, God with us, God shows us that He loves us, Who suffers with us until His death and He resurrects. This is the Gospel itself. God has spoken, is no longer the great unknown, but He showed Himself and this is salvation. Pope Benedict XVI
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: The seed of a vocation seeks fertile surroundings. Sometimes it gets stepped on, sometimes it gets choked, and sometimes it lacks depth. But other times it is nourished by loving and caring friends.

Prayer: That the call to serve Christ and His Church in the priesthood and consecrated life will fall on the rich soil of hearts prepared by prayer, hard work, and generous service to others, we pray to the Lord.
Action: WHEN suffering in body or spirit offer your pain in your own words for a vocation intention. Jesus offered his suffering on the cross for our sins. Consider offering yours to obtain grace for our seminarians and novices to persevere in vocation discernment and for generosity in the single life. 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: There are many weeds growing with the wheat in our lives. Sometimes the weeds strangle our growth, or prevent us from hearing clearly God's voice. We need time to reflect on the garden of our life.

Prayer: That with dedicated spirits, we will beg the Lord of the Harvest to provide an abundance of vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life in our diocese who will help gather the wheat of souls into His barn, we pray to the Lord.
Action: A MISCONCEPTION among some Catholics is that the priest has an ideal job: he works one day each week, Sunday. They forget that the other six days a week, the priest works long and hard behind the scenes: bringing communion to the sick and elderly, counseling troubled families, visiting school classes, preparing individuals for sacraments. Often the job is frustrating, exhausting and thankless, but always of vital importance. Take some time this week and express appreciation to your priests for the difficult work they do.
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: Finding our vocation in life is like finding a buried treasure. We will do whatever we have to in order to be able to possess it. Finding the treasure is a gift, possessing it is our vocation.

Prayer: For a greater awareness of the richness of every vocation to love Christ and that more men and women will respond to His invitation to follow Him as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.

Action: IT DOES NOT MATTER WHEN Jesus was aware of His mission, it’s what He did when He became aware of it. Think of what He did in THREE years!! What can you do for the Body of Christ?
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: If some people did not hoard the riches of this world, all people would have enough to eat and drink. Too many people starve to death every day. Who will speak loudly of justice today?

Prayer: That those called to help Christ feed the multitude will not be held back by what they see as their limitations, but will rely on Jesus who will feed those to whom they are sent; as priests, deacon, sisters and brothers, we pray to the Lord.
Action: ALL THE MEMBERS of the church are responsible for looking after priestly vocations. “The duty of fostering vocations falls on the whole Christian community, and they should discharge it principally by living full Christian lives.” (Vat II) To have a full Christian life, listen to the Word of God, participate in the Eucharist, exercise charity and pray!
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: Why is it that we lack real trust when the Lord calls us? We think we may drown, or have to give up too much, or fear failure. These attitudes can help to strengthen our faith in the Lord.

Prayer: For all those called to priesthood and consecrated life, that they will have no fear in responding to Jesus as He calls them to trust in Him and His choice of them, we pray to the Lord.
Action: ''THE SECRET OF A VOCATION,'' Pope Benedict XVI told youth, ''lies in the capacity and in the joy of distinguishing [God's] voice, of listening to and following His voice. But to do this, it is necessary to accustom our heart to recognize the Lord, to hear Him like a person who is near me and who loves me.'' Moments of ''interior silence in the day-to-day routine'' are essential, he said. “But once one has learned to hear this voice and to generously follow it, ''one fears nothing, he or she knows and feels that God is with him or her, and that He is a Friend, Father, and Brother.''
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

A Vocation View: It's so easy to push people out of our lives. But the Lord knows no boundaries or races or colours. Spread the Good News that we are all God's people.

Prayer: That more men and women will have the faith to hear God’s call in their lives and respond with hope in His promise and love for the Savior by following Him as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES have bridged the gap between rich and poor for centuries. They have ministered to the poor and helped build community throughout the world. Vocations to religious life are always much needed, people who are willing to spend their lives in this much needed endeavor. 

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: Many of us fear people in authority as authority can be used rightly or wrongly. As Christians we are called to see power as service. We shall all be judged on love.

Prayer: That trusting in Christ’s words to Peter, all those called to follow the Lord as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life will recognize the gift of their call and follow Him faithfully, we pray to the Lord.

Action: WHAT QUALIFIES a man to be a Deacon? Prayer. Humility. Service. Grace. Suffering. Love. A willingness to be changed and to offer his life in unpaid sacrificial service to God, to the Church, to any and all in need of God’s mercy.
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: Don't run away from what you are called to be. Christians take the less travelled road. "What does it profit us if we gain the whole world but ruin ourselves in the process?"

Prayer: That none of us will be a hindrance to those men and women called to take up their cross and follow Jesus as priests, deacons or in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: A STUDY COMMISSIONED by the Knights of Columbus revealed that 75% of Catholic young people who had seriously considered religious life felt they were never encouraged to pursue that goal. Do you know someone who would make a good priest? Why not tell him so? Your encouragement may be all he needs.
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: How much would the world be changed if everyone were completely forgiving? Probably totally! Jesus' stories of forgiveness are so loved because they are so needed. Re-tell them! Re-live them!

Prayer: For a deeper participation among families in prayer for vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life among their children, knowing that Christ is in their midst, we pray to the Lord.
Action: THE LOVING ENVIRONMENT of a family draws forth an individual’s greatest talents and gifts. We’ve come to realize that creating an atmosphere in which children can hear the Lord’s call is one of the most significant responsibilities resting on our shoulders as parents. Our own lives must reflect the presence of God, His Word, and the love He offers His people.
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: "Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us." Make a stand for mercy, empathy, forgiveness and selflessness!

Prayer: For all those chosen to take up their cross in union with Christ as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life that others might have eternal life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH is full of saints who, precisely with prayer, were always able to find new, creative solutions to respond to concrete human needs in every century: health, education, work, etc. Their daring was animated by the Holy Spirit and by a strong and generous love of brothers, especially of the weakest and most underprivileged. Pope Benedict XVI
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: We can never be called "generous". All that we possess we have received from God. It is our vocation to return to God all the talents God has entrusted to us.

Prayer: That there will be an abundance of laborers chosen by the Lord to serve as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life in this vineyard of our diocese, we pray to the Lord.

Action: WHAT KINDS OF PEOPLE become priests, sisters or brothers? 

Are they people who don’t relate well with other people? No. They are people who love others — people who find real satisfaction chatting with a 93-year-old parishioner, holding the hand of a cancer patient, listening to the troubles of a streetwise teen. They are people with the courage to touch lives, hearts and souls in a high-tech, unchurched world. Are you that kind of person?
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: We cannot act overly proud just because we have responded to God's call. Responding is our duty and source of happiness; serving God with perseverance and happiness fulfils us.

Prayer: For the graces of clarity and active response in the discernment of our Heavenly Father’s will for all those considering a vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: IN A WORLD waging war on poverty, men and women religious choose to live as Jesus did — simply. Because they share expenses and try to keep their personal and communal needs simple, they can get along very well on very little. Everyone has a vocation; pray for yours.
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: An employer would probably fire any employee who never does the job properly. God's plan calls us to live our vocation daily in the best way we can.

Prayer: That men and women will be open to the voice of the Lord, asking the Holy Spirit and our Blessed Mother to help them recognize and answer His call to serve Him as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: WHAT KINDS OF people become priests, sisters or brothers? 

Are they uncommonly holy, unusually saint-like? No. They are people who make mistakes, people who aren’t afraid to be human while in God’s service.  Are they people who can’t face the competition and cruelty of the “real” world? No. They are people who believe that through ministry they can immerse themselves in the world and make positive changes.

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: Once we have been captured by the beauty of God's promised reward, we want to go out into our world and invite others into the heavenly banquet. Who will tell the Good News? Now is a good time to begin.

Prayer: That from the many called to holiness in Christ, those chosen to follow Him more closely in the priesthood and consecrated life will respond with humble readiness, we pray to the Lord.
Action: HOW DOES a man become a Deacon? Through a process of discernment and formation that takes about four or five years. If a man is married, his wife and family must also come to embrace the joys and demands of having a husband and father who is a deacon.
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: We do not choose a vocation completely on our own. We must prayerfully reflect on how we can best give to God what is God's, and then live as though everything depends on God.

Prayer: For a growth in reverence for the gift and mystery of vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life and a readiness to give to God what is God’s in response to His call, we pray to the Lord.

Action: PRAYER TO KNOW GOD’S WILL--May it please the supreme and divine Goodness to give us all abundant grace ever to know His most holy will and perfectly to fulfill it. St. Ignatius Loyola
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: We must stop just putting Band-Aids on the wounds of society. We must tell the world that we are God's people. God loves us and we were created to serve God, and others in God.

Prayer: That men and women will be encouraged to love God and their neighbor with the love of the Heart of Christ and follow Him generously when chosen to serve others as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated religious life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: IN A WORLD where human frailty is acutely felt, they (religious men and women) remind us of God and bring Christ’s redemptive love to all they meet. Archbishop Robert J. Carlson of St. Louis
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: "Credibility" becomes a household word, not because there is so much of it, but because there is such a lack of it. The Church also needs people who not only practice what they preach but can also preach what they practice.

Prayer: That men and women will be encouraged to love God and their neighbor with the love of the Heart of Christ and follow Him generously when chosen to serve others as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated religious life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: WHAT IS A SISTER? A Sister lives in a religious community that follows a constantly renewed tradition, patterned on the life and teaching of the founder of the community. The work she generally does will depend upon the ministries of that community as influenced by the needs of the Church and its people — for example: teaching, social work, administration, nursing, peace and justice ministry, etc. If the lifestyle of a Sister sounds attractive to you contact the diocesan vocation office for more information.
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: We usually put a great amount of preparation into big events like weddings, anniversaries and parties of all kinds. We should prepare ourselves even more for the final banquet in the Kingdom of Heaven!

Prayer: That those called to serve the Lord and His people as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life will be blessed with holy zeal in their prayers and in their ministry, we pray to the Lord.
Action: LAST THINGS FIRST - at various times in the year, the Church reminds us that there will be an end to our lives and that there will be an account of how we have lived. Do you live with those last things in mind?
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time – A

A Vocation View: Don't just bury your talents. Dream your best dream about your life and then live it to the full. God calls you to live in happiness. 

Prayer: That the Church will be continuously blessed with good and faithful servants following Christ as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers, we pray to the Lord.

Action: A STUDY of Catholic young people in the United States and Canada showed that 75% feel they were never encouraged to pursue the religious life.
Feast of Christ the King – A

A Vocation View: The Church year ends today. We can proclaim Christ as King because we sense our vocation as being members of Christ's Royal Family, called to serve God and one another.

Prayer: For a deepening understanding among those discerning their vocation that the One who calls them is Jesus Christ the King, we pray to the Lord.
Action: IF WE LET CHRIST REIGN IN OUR SOUL, we will not become authoritarian. Rather we will serve everyone. How I like that word, service! To serve my king and, through him, all those who have been redeemed by his blood. I really wish we Christians knew how to serve, for only by serving can we know and love Christ and make him known and loved. St Josemaria Escriva
                                                   Vocation Views Year B
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=More..."
First Sunday of Advent – B

A Vocation View: It's Advent; almost Christmas! A Season of dreams come true. Be on guard. The Lord may call you to follow Him.

Prayer: That the hearts and minds of those called to serve the Lord as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life will not be lacking in any spiritual gift, but will continue to be enriched in Christ, we pray to the Lord.

Action: DID YOU KNOW… we all have a “vocation”? The way we live our life is our vocation - Marriage, Priesthood, Religious life or the Single life! It is how YOU are meant to live and contribute to the Body of Christ! The important thing is to pray for discernment.
Second Sunday of Advent – B

A Vocation View: The cry of the people: "Lord, let us see your kindness". Who will prepare the way of the Lord coming to us today?

Prayer: For all those especially chosen by Christ to "prepare the way of the Lord" in their hearts and the hearts of His people as priests, deacons, brothers and consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: IN THE MELCHIZEDEK PROJECT, Catholic men meet to prayer about their lives, listen for God's voice, and get serious about answering His call. The Project's handbook, "To Save a Thousand Souls" by Father Brett Brannen, is the ultimate guidebook for discerning a vocation to the Catholic priesthood. Buy the book and read it!
Third Sunday of Advent – B

A Vocation View: There was a man _________ sent by God, who came as a witness to testify to the Light, so that through this person all people might believe. Is your name in the Gospel today?

Prayer: That men and women called by the Lord to be messengers of His Word as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life will zealously proclaim the good news of salvation, we pray to the Lord.

Action: DID YOU KNOW… “Brothers” live in Religious Communities. They take vows and promise to use their talents to serve God wherever the Community decides they are needed. Brothers are not ordained.
Fourth Sunday of Advent – B

A Vocation View: Every person who has ever born a child, and every person who has freely vowed away this honour, helps in some mysterious way to bring Jesus Christ into this world again. Can you say: "Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord"?

Prayer: That the faithful response, “Behold, I come to do your will, O Lord,” will be voiced by each person discerning a call to serve Christ as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: CELIBACY is a gift and a promise to love very deeply and to express that love for others without using those physical expressions proper to marriage. The lives of many men and women religious are rich and loving within the context of celibate love as are the lives of happily married couples.
Christmas - A, B or C

A Vocation View: Christmas the promised fulfilled. God comes to dwell among His people. Before the Second Coming of Jesus, the world needs people like you to continue His work. Are you ready?

Prayer: That Catholic families will pray for, and nurture, the gift of vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life from among their children, we pray to the Lord.

Action: THE CALL TO VOCATION is a call to follow Jesus – which can be done via married life and the single life as well. Often people are reluctant to share their feelings regarding their call, a natural response. Prayers help here as well.
Holy Family – B

A Vocation View: The Old Law said that every first-born male shall be dedicated to the Lord. Is there a priest, deacon, brother, or sister from your family? Now is the time for families to encourage a vocation!

Prayer: That Catholic mothers and fathers will help their children grow, become strong in their faith and filled with the wisdom of God by fostering openness to vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life among their families.
Action: HOW WOULD YOU REACT if your son said he wants to be a priest? 1). I would ask him if he's gone mad, and I would remind him that we must take into consideration what others might think. 2). I would ask him to give it considerable thought and to have a university degree first. 3). It would give me one of the greatest joys of my life, and I would support him fully.
Epiphany - A, B or C

A Vocation View: Even gift bearing kings, accompanied by camels and servants, went to visit Jesus Christ. You, come and follow Him. Then take the Good News back to your people: Jesus is Lord of all.

Prayer: That our young people will learn to open the treasure of their unique vocation through prayer and Adoration of Christ the King, by their faithfulness to His call, we pray to the Lord.
Action: DID YOU KNOW… “Nuns” are women religious who have professed solemn vows of poverty, chastity and obedience and live a life of prayer and penance within cloistered communities? There is a difference between a “nun” and a “sister.”
Baptism of Our Lord - A, B or C

A Vocation View: No one is humanly worthy to be a priest, deacon, sister or brother. No one is worthy to stoop and untie the sandal straps of Jesus. But He still calls us and favours us to do His work. Will you serve?

Prayer: That every parishioner will devote themselves and their families to praying for vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life, especially from our own parish, we pray to the Lord.
Action: A VOCATION must be nurtured for a lifetime, not just until ordination or the taking of vows. You can help nurture the vocations of priests, sisters and brothers by praying, listening, and expressing appreciation. A life of service needs support from those served. HOW will you work out your life response to God?
First Sunday of Lent - B 

A Vocation View: Lent: the springtime of the soul. A time to make a new covenant with God, develop new signs of our relationship with our Creator. Go into your own desert and discover your calling. 

Prayer: That the generous lives of those who preach that the kingdom of God is at hand, will invite our young people to consider a vocation to the priesthood or the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.

Action: DID YOU KNOW… “Sisters” are women religious who also have taken traditional religious vows but are engaged in active ministries among the public? They usually live in a convent.
Second Sunday of Lent – B

A Vocation View: If you need an example of a person responding to a vocational call, look at Abraham - called in old age to leave his country, father a child, then asked to sacrifice the child. What faith! Vocation is a risky response to a unique call from God.

Prayer: For all our priests, who bring us to the mountain of Christ at every Mass and feed us with His transforming love in the sacraments, and for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: THE EUCHARIST SHOULD BE THE HEART of every vocational journey: it is here that the love of God touches us in Christ's sacrifice, the perfect expression of love, and it is here that we learn ever anew how to live according to the 'high standard' of God's love. Scripture, prayer and the Eucharist are the precious treasure enabling us to grasp the beauty of a life spent fully in service of the Kingdom. Pope Benedict XVI
Third Sunday of Lent – B

A Vocation View: Jesus cleaned out the temple of money changers. He was angry; He was zealous; He was authoritative. He was doing what He had to do, even though it involved risk, danger, insult and wonder. Such is a vocation.

Prayer: That all those seeking to discover their vocations in Christ will take heart in the faith that He is the Lord our God and calls them to the glorious perfection of love, we pray to the Lord.

Action: IF YOU WANT TO BE A CHANNEL - you must first be a reservoir.  Do some Spiritual reading, study the Scriptures attend daily Mass.  These all help fill that reservoir! There a lot of great books in our Parish Library. 

Fourth Sunday of Lent – B

A Vocation View: When we are 'born again' in baptism, we really become a new creation, fired with a new love, and aimed in a new direction - heaven. Let Jesus talk with you. Let Jesus challenge you.

Prayer: That God, who is rich in mercy, will bless those called by Jesus to serve Him and His Church as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, with faithfulness to their vocations, we pray to the Lord
Action: WE AS BAPTIZED Catholics believe God is at work in us. How we live our life is the goal of “discernment.” Discernment simply means good taste and judgment.
Fifth Sunday of Lent – B

A Vocation View: Unless a seed first dries out and dies, it cannot be planted in the earth to grow. Unless we first dry out and die to our selfish ways, we can never expect to be people who will 'lay down their lives for their friends.'

Prayer: That God’s name will be glorified, by the faithful love of those men and women being called by Christ to serve and follow Him as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.

Action: The consecrated life inspires and accompanies the spread of evangelization in the different parts of the world, where Institutes from abroad are gratefully welcomed and new ones are being founded, in a great variety of forms and expressions. Consequently, although in some parts of the world Institutes of Consecrated Life seem to be experiencing a period of difficulty, in other places they are prospering with remarkable vitality. This shows that the choice of total self-giving to God in Christ is in no way incompatible with any human culture or historical situation. Pope John Paul II, Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata, no. 2
Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday) – B

A Vocation View: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is she who gives her life in the name of the Lord. Blessed are they who live their united life in the name of the Lord.

Prayer: That in imitation of Christ who emptied Himself for our salvation, more men and women will share in His passion for souls through a vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: RELIGIOUS ORDERS are receiving younger members and those who are more educated than those of previous years. In 2011, the average age of women professing perpetual vows was 39, 4 years younger than those surveyed the previous year. This was the first year men were included in the survey and the average age of those entering Religious Orders was 42. When the participants were asked at what age they first considered a religious vocation, the average age was 19.
Easter Sunday – B

A Vocation View: Christ has become our Paschal Sacrifice. Your ultimate purpose, to live and to breathe, is the eternal Jesus. Go forth to announce to the world - Christ, our hope, has risen, Alleluia!

Prayer: That more men and women will joyfully answer the call of the Lord to proclaim His life, death and resurrection as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: WHAT IS A SECULAR INSTITUTE? Single or married lay men and women, and also some priests, belong to secular institutes. They make a commitment to live the “evangelical counsels” of poverty, chastity, and obedience. Members do not necessarily live together as a Community. Their goal is to be a transforming Christ-like presence in society.
Second Sunday of Easter – B

A Vocation View: Easter: resurrection and new life; to be begotten by God. A new life, achieved from a conquered tomb. This has been the meaning of life for people for thousands of years. Nothing more secure, nothing more lasting. "As the Father sent me, so I am sending you...”
Prayer: For the holiness of all those sent in Jesus’ name as priests, deacons and consecrated religious to proclaim the victory over the world through faith in Him, we pray to the Lord.
Action: From the very beginning of the church men and women have set about following Christ with greater freedom and imitating him more closely through the practice of the evangelical counsels, each in their own way leading a life dedicated to God.  Second Vatican Council, Decree on the Adaptation and Renewal of Religious Life Perfectae Caritatis, no. 1
Third Sunday of Easter – B

A Vocation View: What could convince someone to turn to God? That God became man and is the sacrifice that takes our sins away. Let us pray - Lord Jesus, make Your word plain to us and set our hearts on fire with love when You speak. Enable us to respond to the call to be witnesses of Your love.

Prayer: For an increased awareness among our young people of the closeness of the Lord in their vocation discernment and their responsibility to recognize and follow Him, we pray to the Lord.

Action: DID YOU KNOW that the website, missioninscripture.org has reflections on our daily Scripture readings?
Fourth Sunday of Easter – B

A Vocation View: This is World Day of Prayer for Vocations. The world needs worthy leaders, Good Shepherds of the 21st Century, caring unselfishly for the needs of God's people. Please, pray for Vocations.

Prayer: For all those called to lay down their lives as priests, deacons, and in the consecrated life, that they will be faithful witnesses to the Good Shepherd in our midst, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Our religious charisms, our communities, our way of life, and our very vocations are precious gifts that come with tremendous responsibilities. How will we share this responsibility and provide leadership and loving service with and for God's people into the future?
Fifth Sunday of Easter – B

A Vocation View: Who shall come forward to explain the love God has for His people who should be one in faith? We need more faith-filled, prayerful and spirited people to make the Vine and the Branches One again. How about you?

Prayer: That Catholic mothers and fathers will abide in the Lord as branches on His vine, cultivating in their children the desire to love Him in truth and action, we pray to the Lord.
Action: CHILDREN OFTEN TALK about what they want to be “when they grow up”: doctors, lawyers, athletes, nurses, movie stars, teachers, carpenters. They may talk about these roles, but do they ever talk about being a priest, sister or brother? You are the hand of God — you can encourage your children to consider Church ministry
Sixth Sunday of Easter – B

A Vocation View: God's love for us has been revealed: "Love one another as I have loved you. The world is in need to see people who are striving to love others with all their hearts. What about you?

Prayer: For all those chosen by the Lord to go and bear fruit as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, that they will respond to His love with conviction in their vocations, we pray to the Lord.
Action: DID YOU KNOW that there are special seminaries for men entering the priesthood later in life, seminaries where students range from ages 25 to 60? Many of these men have thought about being a priest at one time or another but, for whatever reason, pushed the idea to the back of their minds. They’re ordinary people, men who have been electricians, teachers, barbers, policemen, social workers, businessmen, farmers, dentists. Some are widowers, even grandfathers. Diverse though their backgrounds may be, they now share one aim in life: to become a priest and serve God’s people. Could you be one of them?
Ascension – B

A Vocation View: Jesus said to his disciples 'Go into the whole world and proclaim the Good News to all creation.' There are still dark aspects to our world and to our neighbourhood that need the Good News. Answer the call to 'Go and teach all people the Good News, and remember I am with you always, until the end of time.'

Prayer: For all men and women now discerning their vocation in Christ, that they will have confidence in Him, who calls them each as members of His body, we pray to the Lord.
Action: IN A WORLD dominated by individualism, secularism and relativism, it is good to be reminded that in the final analysis it is not what we have but who we are that counts! It is good to be grounded in faith to make decisions in the light of truth.
Pentecost Sunday – B

A Vocation View: Be guided by the Holy Spirit, because with the Spirit comes, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness and self-control. With God's help, come forward to proclaim to those who are searching for meaning in life. As the Spirit is our life, let us be directed by the Spirit. 

Prayer: That through union with the Blessed Virgin Mary, in whose company the Apostles received the Holy Spirit, men and women will receive the grace to respond to Christ’s call to follow Him as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.

Action: IS JOY REALLY POSSIBLE? Many people ask themselves this question. The quest for joy can follow many paths, some even dangerous. How can we distinguish between the things that give real and lasting joy from those offering simply immediate and illusory pleasure? How can we find true joy in life, a joy that endures and does not forsake us at moments of difficulty?
Trinity Sunday – B

A Vocation View: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. When we go out to make disciples of all nations we have a lot to tell. God is Lord in heaven above and on earth below. Having received the Spirit that makes you God's own children, you are called to proclaim "Glory to the Father, to the Son and the Holy Spirit: to God who is, who was and who is to come." Alleluia!

Prayer: That the mystery of the love of the Blessed Trinity, manifest in the gift of Jesus Christ, will strengthen many men and women to respond to that love as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Jesus’ core message—that we are one—is surely one of the great mysteries of existence. This truth is so hard to accept because our senses tell a different story: We are separate, different, and alone. If you need an image to help us realize what our senses cannot; picture the giant redwood trees of California: They only grow in groves. Moreover, each tree’s roots extend and grasp the roots of the surrounding trees, forming a strong, interconnecting network that serves to nourish and sustain all of them equally.  Remember the redwood trees and their invisible, interlocking roots as you discern your vocation. You are not alone and never will be on your chosen path to Christ.
Corpus Christi – B

A Vocation View: Through the ministry of our ordained priests, we receive Holy Communion. Through the Body and Blood of Christ, we are made one body: to become Christ-like ... purified ... ready to serve. Pray for Vocations.
Prayer: For a growing trust in the presence of the Lord in His call among men and women being chosen to serve Him and His Church as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: THE GREATEST LOVE STORY of all time is contained in a tiny white host. Ven. Archbishop Fulton J Sheen.
Second Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: A good Vocation prayer to say every day, from the time we are ten years old till we are ninety years old, is found in today's first Scripture Reading: 'Speak, Lord for your servant is listening.' Just try it with sincerity starting today.

Prayer: That like Samuel, all baptized Catholics will be faithful to their call to follow Christ, especially those chosen for the unique consecration of priesthood or consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: SPIRITUAL EXERCISE and food (reading, daily prayer) are just as important to the spirit as physical exercise and food is to the body! Is your spirit being fed – or just your body?
Third Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: Even a great person like Jonah turned away, at first, from what God called him to do. It is never too late to hear the Lord say: 'Come, follow Me.'

Prayer: For a prompt and determined response on the part of all men and women called by Jesus to proclaim the Kingdom of Heaven as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.

Action: IT IS NOT UNCOMMON to feel scared if you think God may be calling you to religious life. You may feel unworthy, not good enough, not holy enough, afraid of being rejected. Books like: ‘To Save a Thousand Souls’ and ‘Tuning in to God’s Call’ can help with these questions.
Fourth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: People were spellbound by the teachings of Jesus.  The Church needs bold teachers and preachers.  Consider a vocation to priesthood or religious life.

Prayer: For those called to serve Jesus as priests, deacons or in the consecrated life, that amazed at the authority with which He speaks His invitation, they will be faithful to His choice of them, we pray to the Lord.
Action: WHO CAN BE A DEACON? A Catholic man actively living his faith, from any ethnic or social background, married or celibate (unmarried), engaged in almost any field of work, at least 35 years old at time of ordination, who humbly seeks to discern his vocation in and with the Church.
Fifth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: The afflicted Job in the Old Testament thinks that his life is like dust in the wind; his restlessness depicting the sorrow and sadness afflicting society today. Are we prepared for the task ahead?  “To heal the broken-hearted, to bind up all their wounds.” How do you choose to respond?

Prayer: That all Catholics will recognize that they are entrusted with the commission to pray for vocations and so beg the Holy Spirit to guide the deep searching of all who are discerning their vocations in Christ, we pray to the Lord.
Action: DID YOU KNOW… offering up one’s suffering and trials is a wonderful form of prayer?
Sixth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: Today's Gospel says that: "Jesus was moved with pity, when He saw a leper." Are you moved with love or pity when you see the outcast of today's society? Who will come forward to minister Christ today?

Prayer: For a truer understanding that faithfulness to one’s vocation in Christ is necessary in order to do all for the glory of God, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Because of our vows of chastity poverty, and obedience, consecrated religious have the freedom to work with others in caring for those on the margins of society, speaking on their behalf, yet at the same time, empowering them to recognize and utilize their God-given gifts and talents.  Sr. Sister Rosemary Finnegan, O.P., 2014 Diocese of Orlando interview
Seventh Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: In today's Gospel, people have difficulty believing that Jesus can forgive sins. Is God asking you to forgive the sins of His people as His ordained priest? Are you called to bring Good News to the poor? Say "yes" to God's call.

Prayer: That all those called to help the Lord make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert by proclaiming the Good News as priests, deacons and consecrated religious, will be faithful and joyful servants through their “Yes” to Him, we pray to the Lord.

Action: AT WORLD YOUTH DAY 2012 Pope Benedict XVI reminded youth that “Joy is at the heart of Christian experience… The Church’s vocation is to bring joy to the world, a joy that is authentic and enduring, the joy proclaimed by the angels to the shepherds on the night Jesus was born.”
Eighth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: With integrity and love, justice and tenderness, the Lord 'lures' His servants into His service. This service, under a new covenant, is blessed by the Spirit of God.

Prayer: That by their example of seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, priests, deacons, and consecrated life, will win many souls to Christ, we pray to the Lord.
Action: AN INTERESTING WEBSITE for anyone interested in religious life, or just looking for good Catholic information is anunslife.org, sponsored by the congregation of the Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM), a Roman Catholic religious community based in Monroe, Michigan.
Ninth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: Make today a Sabbath day.  Relax in God’s presence and listen to God’s voice.  Don’t be surprised to hear what your heart most needs.
Prayer: For confident trust in the Lord who He leads and guides all those discerning a call to serve Him and His people as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Discovering vocation does not mean scrambling toward some prize just beyond my reach but accepting the treasure of true self I already possess. Vocation does not come from a voice "out there" calling me to be something I am not. It comes from a voice "in here" calling me to be the person I was born to be, to fulfill the original selfhood given me at birth by God.

Tenth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: There is definitely evil in this world.  We are surrounded by constant reminders that all is not well in our cities, our schools, our government, our environment.  Each of us must use the best means to bring about love in the world.  Are you part of the problem or part of the solution?  Choose love!
Prayer: That our young people will respond promptly to the call of the Lord to follow Him as priests, deacons or consecrated religious men and women, we pray to the Lord.
Action: WHEN PEOPLE wish to destroy religion, they begin by attacking the priest, because when there is no longer any priest there is no sacrifice, and where there is no longer any sacrifice, there is no religion. St. John Vianney
Eleventh Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: A vocation is like a mustard seed which, when planted in the heart, is like a childhood dream.  Yet once we begin to believe that God is calling us, we begin to blossom into the dream of a lifetime.  People will want to live in the shade of our loving response.
Prayer: That Catholic mother and fathers will foster vocation awareness among their children, knowing that they will be helping to reveal the Heavenly Father’s love by their prayer, guidance and example, we pray to the Lord.

Action: IN TALKING WITH YOUR CHILDREN, remember to raise the call to Church ministry? The process of answering God’s call begins in childhood. Throughout adolescence and adulthood, the attitudes assumed in childhood begin to influence the course of one’s life. A vocation or a talent will not grow to fruition unless it is nurtured in childhood and adolescence by a parent.
Twelfth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: Wealth does not buy happiness: but neither does poverty.  Depending upon the Lord can give us true security and happiness.  We are looking for people to proclaim that even the wind and sea obey this man who brings calmness to life and direction to living.

Prayer: That Catholic mothers and fathers will teach their children to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist with reverence and encourage them to discover their vocations in Christ, we pray to the Lord.

Action: IN A WORLD dominated by individualism, secularism and relativism, it is good to be reminded that in the final analysis it is not what we have but who we are that counts! It is good to be grounded in faith to make decisions in the light of truth.
Thirteenth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: Life can remind us of life eternal; death can remind us of death eternal.  Each day we must choose to live or die, physically or spiritually.  What we do daily either builds us up or tears us down.  Pray for the proclaimers of life!
Prayer: For the faith to accept the healing power of Jesus, who wants to remove every obstacle to the response of men and women chosen to follow Him as priests, deacons, in consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: LAST THINGS FIRST - at various times in the year, the Church reminds us that there will be an end to our lives and that there will be an account of how we have lived. Do you live with those last things in mind? 

Fourteenth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: There is a great need today to stand up for what we believe in. The Spirit of the Lord is upon you, He has sent you to bring Good News to the poor.

Prayer: That all men and women will answer the Lord with humble obedience when they are called to serve Him and His people as priests, deacons or in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy.  Saint Francis of Assisi
Fifteenth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: In today's First Reading, Amos says he did not choose to be a prophet. God selected him. Maybe God is asking you to reconsider what you are doing and do His work instead.

Prayer: That all those called to serve Christ and His Church in the priesthood and consecrated life will receive the graces and authority of their mission to the praise of God’s glory, we pray to the Lord.

Action: For each one of us, there is only one thing necessary: to fulfill our own destiny, according to God’s will, to be what God wants us to be.  Thomas Merton
Sixteenth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: When the apostles were trying to reflect on their ministry, Jesus asked them to "come by yourselves to an out-of-the-way place." Listening to God in quiet prayer is very important in vocational discernment. Listen to God's voice in an out-of-the-way place.

Prayer: For all the priests and religious men and women who serve our diocese, that, grateful for their calling, they will heed the Lord’s invitation to pray in restful solitude with Him, we pray to the Lord.
Action: In every age consecrated men and women must continue to be images of Christ the Lord, fostering through prayer a profound communion of mind with him.  Pope John Paul II, Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata, no. 9
Seventeenth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: Today we are reminded by St Paul that there is one body, one Lord, one faith, one baptism. The challenge before us is to 'bear with one another charitably, in complete selflessness, gentleness and patience.' That is an essential part of our vocation: to lead a life worthy of these attributes.

Prayer: That the knowledge of our unity, one body and one spirit in Christ, will heighten each person’s faithfulness to their vocation, and encourage those He is calling to strengthen His bond of peace as priests, deacons and consecrated religious, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Legend surrounds the brief life of Saint Wenceslaus I, Duke of Bohemia (907-935), originally venerated because of his martyrdom but most remembered today because of a Christmas carol that celebrates him as a model of generosity. Separating fact from fiction may be difficult after 1,000 years, but your own record of generosity should be easier to tally. Will anyone sing praises of your generosity a millennium from now? A hundred years? Ten minutes after you are gone? If not, what can you do today to start building your own lasting legacy as a disciple of Christ?
Eighteenth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: "I am the Bread of Life. He who comes to me will never be hungry; he who believes in me will never thirst." 'Lord, send us priests after your own heart to give us the Food of everlasting life - Your very Self in the Eucharist.' Consider a call to the priesthood of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer: That as every vocation bears with it a prophetic message, the Lord will send more priests, deacons and consecrated religious into the darkness of the world as shining lamps of truth, we pray to the Lord.
Action: The life of prayer and contemplation founded on the Eucharistic mystery is also at the heart of the vocation of consecrated people who have chosen the path of the sequela Christi, to give themselves to the Lord with an undivided heart in an ever more intimate relationship with him. By their unconditional attachment to Christ and to his Church, they have the special mission to reminding everyone of the universal vocation to holiness ... Consecrated men and women 
proclaim that God alone can give fullness to human existence.  Pope Benedict XVI, 2006 Address to Canadian Bishops
Nineteenth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: To taste and see the goodness of the Lord means to be drawn closer to God. "Try, then, to imitate God as children of His that He loves, and follow Christ by loving as He loved you." Be a presence of God's love in the world today. Do what you can to bring to life God's love.

Prayer: That the grace of God the Father will draw more men and women to follow Jesus as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, who will feed His people with His word and the bread of eternal life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Clothing has a dual purpose: to protect the fragile body from harsh weather and to adorn and identify ourselves and what we are about: the business suit of an executive, the torn jeans of a teenager, the uniform of a soldier. So it makes sense that Saint Paul says we should “put on” virtue; we should wear compassion, kindness, patience, gentleness—colorful and obvious as our outfits. 
Twentieth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: John's Gospel reveals God's promise of the Word made flesh. This is revealed through the sacrifice made by Christ: "I am the living bread, come down from heaven ... the bread I give is my flesh for the life of the world ...” Do this in memory of Him.

Prayer: For all those now discerning their vocations in Christ, that they may be filled with the Holy Spirit and nourished by the living bread of His holy will for them, we pray to the Lord.

Action: THE GREATEST LOVE STORY of all time is contained in a tiny white host. Ven. Archbishop Fulton J Sheen.
Twenty - first Sunday of the Year - B 

A Vocation View: Jesus teaches us about life everlasting. "Your words Lord are spirit and life ..." It is this that gives us hope when we despair, a way of living when we stray from God's way. "The words I have spoken are spirit and they are life." It is God's words that we need to hear to lift our spirit and give life. Pray for vocations. 

Prayer: That trusting Christ, the Word of eternal life, all men and women called to follow the Lord as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers will be faithful to His invitation, we pray to the Lord.
Action: How far are you willing to go in your own life in to bring Good News to others? Consider the example of Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne (1769-1852), born in France, travelled all the way to St. Charles, Missouri to bring the Society of the Sacred Heart religious congregation to the U.S. Today the Society has 21 schools in the U.S. and is found in 44 countries around the world. Sacred Heart sisters focus on educating young women and emphasize in their curriculum the need for global awareness and building a more just world. You can carry on these efforts in your own neighborhood, parish, office, home, and see how far the Spirit moves you.
Twenty - second Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: Thank God our struggles of faith can be ultimately overcome through prayer, perseverance and love. 'Do what the word tells you.' Be doers of the word.

Prayer: For the willingness among our young people, by the grace from the Father of lights, of making a generous gift of their lives as priests, deacons or in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: There’s a story told about a woman who prayed to the Virgin that one of her sons would become a priest. She had seven sons, but all of them married and raised families. Then she prayed that one of her grandsons would become a priest. She had many grandsons, but none chose that life. The woman continued her prayer. She was almost a 100 years old and near death when one of her grandsons, at the age of 33, decided to become a priest. She died a happy woman knowing her lifelong prayer was finally answered. The story is true, told by the priest himself. Prayer works; you just have to keep at it.
Twenty - third Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: Has not God chosen the poor of the world to inherit the kingdom? Chosen to be rich in faith. So take heart, be not afraid, and consider your part in God's Kingdom.

Prayer: For a deeper dedication among Catholic families to pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life among their children, believing that Christ opens ears to hear His call and hearts to answer Him, we pray to the Lord.
Action: CHILDREN OFTEN TALK about what they want to be “when they grow up”: doctors, lawyers, athletes, nurses, movie stars, teachers, and carpenters. They may talk about these roles, but do they ever talk about being a priest, sister or brother? You are the hand of God — you can encourage your children to consider Church ministry.
Twenty - fourth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: We do not advertise an easy life.  But then no life worth living is an easy life.  Jesus said: “If you wish to come after me, you must deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow in my steps.”  Pray for the gift of being able to accept your vocation

Prayer: That those called to give their lives for the sake of the Gospel as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, will glory in the cross of Jesus Christ, we pray to the Lord.

Action: A painter and musician happened upon a spray-painted image of a cross on a walk along a Mexican road. He took a picture of what he saw: a haunting, rough, wild, desolate, but ultimately hopeful image of this universal Christian symbol. The man with the camera was simply out on a hike, but he has the discerning eye of an artist, so he sees things others might not. It is a talent cultivated over years of practice and a reminder to all of us to pay attention—for even the stones cry out the glory of God (cf. Luke: 19-40). Insights and sparks of enlightenment will come to us particularly through spiritual practice and prayer, and in those moments we will know above all else who we are and where we are being called.
Twenty - fifth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: When Jesus says, "If you wish to rank first, you must be last one of all and the servant of all," many people could immediately turn and walk away. Are you willing to serve as Jesus did?

Prayer: For all those who welcome the call of the Lord to serve Him as priests deacons, and in the consecrated life, will be strengthened in their vocations as servants of all, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Dear brothers and sisters, in the finest traditions of the Church in this country, may you also be the first friend of the poor, the homeless, the stranger, the sick and all who suffer. Act as beacons of hope, casting the light of Christ upon the world, and encouraging young people to discover the beauty of a life given completely to the Lord and his Church.  Pope Benedict XVI, Mass at St. Patrick's Cathedral, 2008
Twenty - sixth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: Some people do not respond to God's call because they feel they are not worthy to do God's work. And they are not - nobody is! But still God calls. There is enough ministry for many more. Answer God's call.

Prayer: For the grace of prayerful determination on the part of all those discerning our Heavenly Father’s will, especially those considering a vocation to the priesthood or the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: One thing I would like people to do in their discernment is to find a spiritual director who is compassionate to them and is willing to help them to find the community which is good for them. Don't forget to pray to God for his guidance.  Brother Tello Vu, T.O.R., 2014 Diocese of Orlando interview
Twenty - seventh Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: The Christian Vocation has expression through marriage, single life, priesthood and consecrated life. Our call to holiness is to answer God's call to build the Kingdom of God. 'Let the little children come to me; ... for it is too such as these that the Kingdom of God belongs.'

Prayer: That men and women will receive their unique vocations in Christ at the hands of our Heavenly Father, confident of His wisdom and providence, in their response as His children, we pray to the Lord.
Action: PRAYER FOR MARRIED COUPLES: 

God of life and love, 

You give us grace though married life. 

Help us to see You reflected in one another. 

Help us to know You, to serve You, to honor You 

Through all the challenges and joys 

Of this enduring partnership. 

Make us forgiving friends and generous companions. 

Help us guide each other toward You. 

May our union be the wellspring of a deeper union with You.
Twenty - eighth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: If we really believe in something, it does not seem to be a sacrifice to give up everything else to pursue that one dream. Jesus asks for total dedication, promising in return rewards that no one else can promise: "Go and sell everything you own ... then come; follow me."

Prayer: That those chosen to leave all and follow Jesus more closely in the priesthood or consecrated life will respond with the wisdom and understanding given by the Holy Spirit, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Invited to leave everything to follow Christ, you, consecrated men and women, no longer define your life by family, by profession, or by earthly interests, and you choose the Lord as your only identifying mark. Thus you acquire a new family identity.  Homily of Pope John Paul II, Jubilee of Consecrated Life, February 2, 2000
Twenty - ninth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: Life's rewards are tied up in the spirit of service. Just as the Son of Man came to give His life, so too are we then called through our profession of faith to serve others. Lord, we pray, 'let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in You, to do your will.' 

Prayer: For reverent boldness on the part of the faithful as they approach the throne of grace in prayer, asking the Lord of the Harvest for holy vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.

Action: When you go to church it may be hard to see beyond what the priests, deacons, lectors, cantors, and others are doing at the moment (unless of course you’re one of those people!). Behind that hour of Mass, however, are many hours of meetings, practice, and personal preparation that go into leading worship. But the work everyone else in a faith community does—including yours—is just as important. Supporting yourself, and maybe a family, as well as all the other tasks of life, if you do them in a spirit of faith and generosity, go just as far in building the kingdom of God. And perhaps the most important thing you do is worship itself. The very origin of the word liturgy is the "public work and service" of the church.
Thirtieth Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: 'Master grant that I may see'. The values we were blind to in our youth, now become clear. Blindness gives way to vision through faith in Jesus. As children of God, we are called to do good things, and to witness God's love.

Prayer: For all men and women now considering their vocation, that they will take heart in Jesus’ call to serve Him as priests, deacons or in the consecrated life by our words of encouragement and prayers of support, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Since its origins consecrated life has been marked by its thirst for God: quaerere Deum. May your first and supreme desire therefore be to witness to the fact that God should be listened to and loved with all your heart, with all your mind and with all your might, before any other person or thing.  Pope Benedict XVI, in a 2005 message to religious in the Diocese of Rome

Thirty – first Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: The year is quickly ending.  Years, like our lives, go by too quickly.  Do you know yet that the purpose of life is to love God above all, and love of your neighbour as yourself?  Tell others before it is too late.

Prayer: For the holiness of all those called to love Jesus with undivided hearts by living the Beatitudes as priests, deacons or in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: At last I have found my vocation: My vocation is love.  Saint Thérèse of Lisieux
Thirty – second Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: Honest, dedicated people.  Jesus is looking for dedicated and humble people who will give the best they have in response to His call to service.  Give what you’ve got when you are called.

Prayer: That those called to proclaim the Kingdom of God as priests, deacons and consecrated religious, will be generous in serving Christ by deepening their trust in God’s providence, we pray to the Lord.
Action: “COMMUNITY” describes the life religious brothers and sisters choose. Community enables the individual to reach out to others with the strength and courage that comes from knowing, “I don’t have to do it alone. Others stand with me in this. My abilities are complemented by their gifts, confidence, wisdom and vision.” In community, sisters and brothers live out their vowed commitments, knowing that, though each member is unique, the binding force in life is each one’s personal and communal relationship with Jesus.
Thirty - third Sunday of the Year – B

A Vocation View: 'As I keep the Lord ever in my sight ... my heart rejoices, my soul is glad ... You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in Your presence.' Let our Vocation be, to be one with God - forever.

Prayer: That the Church will be continuously blessed with wise and holy priests, deacons, sisters and brothers, chosen by Christ to lead souls to the glory of Heaven, we pray to the Lord.
Action: SAINTS ARE MODELS FOR US – and there are many websites offering great information! Some of them are nccs-bsa.org/activites and usccb.org.
Christ the King - B 

A Vocation View: Christ is King ... the faithful Witness. He loved us ... and made us a line of priests, prophets and kings to serve His Father. Who are we to be called forth as the priests of tomorrow - prayerful men - leaders, ready to preach the Word of God?
Prayer: That Christ the King will draw all men and women to the truth of their vocations by listening to His voice in prayer and then actively following His call to the praise of His glory, we pray to the Lord.
Action: If you are what you should be, then you will set the world on fire.—Saint Catherine of Siena
                                           Vocation Views Year C

First Sunday of Advent – C

A Vocation View: Make your decision to follow Jesus during this Advent Season. Delaying until "one" of these days is "none" of these days. Follow now.

Prayer: That all those now discerning their vocations will be alert and responsive to the invitation of Christ, we pray to the Lord. 

Action: What opportunity is life offering me, right now, for doing what makes me come joyfully alive? 

Second Sunday of Advent – C

A Vocation View: Who, today, is willing to make ready the way of the Lord, to clear Him a straight path? Prayed that you would.

Prayer: That the Lord, who is beginning the good work of choosing from among us men and women to follow Him as priests, deacons, religious sisters and brothers, will bring it to completion through our prayers and sacrifices, we pray to the Lord.
Action: In a recent survey of a broad spectrum of Catholics, more than 70 percent of the survey participants have invited someone to consider religious life. Ideally the promotion of vocations is the responsibility of the entire church, not only of the clergy or religious themselves.  
    Pope Francis promulgated the Year of Consecrated Life to raise the church’s awareness about the importance of this unique vocation within the communion of vocation we all share as baptized Christians. What a gift and blessing for the entire church!

Third Sunday of Advent – C

A Vocation View: Have you ever asked: "What ought I do?" Simply, tell the Good News to people. Nothing else matters.

Prayer: For men and women called by the Lord to be messengers of salvation as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, that Christ’s peace will guard their hearts and minds as they proclaim the good news of salvation, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Being a disciple means being constantly ready to bring the love of Jesus to others, and this can happen unexpectedly and in any place: on the street, in a city square, during work, on a journey.  Evangelii Gaudium, "The Joy of the Gospel" (127)

Fourth Sunday of Advent – C

A Vocation View: Can you honestly pray: "I have come to do your will, O God"?  Blessed are you who trust that the Lord's words to you would be fulfilled.

Prayer: That the faithful respond, “Behold, I come to do your will, O Lord,” will be voiced by each person discerning a call to serve Christ as a priest, deacon, sister or brother, we pray to the Lord.
Action: A good vocation is simply a firm and constant will in which the person who is called must serve God in the way and in the places to which almighty God has called him.  Saint Francis de Sales (1567-1622)

Christmas - A, B, C

A Vocation View: Christmas comes but once a year. But you can be Christ to others the remaining 364 days. In fact, He is counting on you.

Prayer: That like Mary, who pondered the mystery of Jesus’ birth, Catholic families will pray for and treasure vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life among their children, we pray to the Lord.

Action: There are many priests, seminarians and consecrated persons here today; be close to them and support them! And if, in the depths of your hearts, you feel the same call to the priesthood or consecrated life, do not be afraid to follow Christ on the royal road of the Cross!  Pope John Paul II, 2002 World Youth Day
Feast of the Holy Family – C

A Vocation View: Unless your family loves you, nothing else makes sense. In your family your vocation can grow in wisdom, age and grace.

Prayer: For all Catholic families, that they will esteem the grace of each child’s vocation and prayerfully encourage their children to consider being a priest, religious sister or brother, we pray to the Lord.
Action: THE LOVING ENVIRONMENT of a family draws forth an individual’s greatest talents and gifts. We’ve come to realize that creating an atmosphere in which children can hear the Lord’s call is one of the most significant responsibilities resting on our shoulders as parents. Our own lives must reflect the presence of God, His Word, and the love He offers His people

Mary, Mother of God. Octave Day of Christmas – C

A Vocation View: A new year…the Lord bless you and keep you. A new vocation…tell others that the Lord blesses and keeps them!

Prayer: That Mary, the Mother of God and of vocations will nurture, guide and protect all those called to the priesthood, diaconate and the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: GOOD EXAMPLE is the most efficacious apostolate. You must be as lighted lanterns and shine like brilliant chandeliers among men. By your good example and your words, animate others to know and love God. St. Mary Joseph Rossello

Epiphany of our Lord – C

A Vocation View: Many adults never grow up. They continue to traipse across the earth looking for a shining star. Tell them who lights up your life.

Prayer: That all those called to share the promise of the Gospel of Christ Jesus through their vocations as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers, will do so with humble confidence in the commission of God’s grace which has been given to them, we pray to the Lord.
Action: IN A WORLD dominated by individualism, secularism and relativism, it is good to be reminded that in the final analysis it is not what we have but who we are that counts! It is good to be grounded in faith to make decisions in the light of truth
Baptism of our Lord – C

A Vocation View: "You are my beloved child," says the Lord!  Continue your Baptismal call by baptizing others in the Holy Spirit and fire.

Prayer: That during this week, all Catholics will deepen their responsibility to foster vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life among our young people, through prayer and by inviting them to consider that call, we pray to the Lord.
Action: A STUDY of Catholic young people in the United States and Canada showed that 75% feel they were never encouraged to pursue the religious life.

First Sunday of Lent – C

A Vocation View: The world tempts us to grab all we can. Even food becomes more when it is given than when it is taken. Follow Jesus: be a giver.

Prayer: For all men and women being chosen by Christ to follow Him as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers, that they will persevere in the face of temptations against faithfulness to their call, we pray to the Lord.

Action: We have to come alive ourselves and make current and vigorous in our lives today the heroic qualities we remember in long-dead saints.
Second Sunday of Lent – C

A Vocation View: After the transfiguration, Peter, John and James wanted to stay up the mountain. But Jesus said, "Move," with the knowledge that ships are safe in harbors, but not meant to stay in harbors.

Prayer: That all our priests, who bring us to the mountain of Christ at every Mass, and feed us with His transforming love in the sacraments, will be strengthened in their life and mission, we pray to the Lord.
Action: MISSIONS - You can learn more about the Pontifical Mission Societies, including the Society for the Propagation for the Faith, at onefamilyinmission.org.

Third Sunday of Lent – C

A Vocation View: Each Lent should bring us closer to our God. There is no failure, except that of no longer trying. You can still follow Jesus more closely.
Prayer: That like Moses, our young people will enter more deeply into conversation with the Lord in prayer as they seek to discover their vocations in Christ, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Every vocation to consecrated life is born in contemplation, from moments of intense communion and from a deep relationship of friendship with Christ, from the beauty and light which was seen shining on his face. Starting Afresh from Christ: A Renewed Commitment to Consecrated Life in the Third Millennium, no. 9

Fourth Sunday of Lent – C

A Vocation View: Jesus came to forgive. Since people continue to sin, we need people who will continue to forgive in Jesus' way. How about you?

Prayer: For the faithful response of all persons now being called to seek out those who are lost and bring them back to life in Christ by serving Him and His Church as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers, we pray to the Lord
Action: A PERSON receives “a call” not just or his own benefit but also for the benefit of others, for the welfare and comfort of many.

Fifth Sunday of Lent – C

A Vocation View: Lent is six weeks of being serious about forgiveness and knowing we are loved. Who will step forward to tell of God's great love for us?

Prayer: That priests, deacons, sisters and brothers who, for the sake of Christ have suffered the loss of all things, will flourish in their vocations and bring many souls to the knowledge of salvation, we pray to the Lord.
Action: There is no identity—and consequently joy of life—without an active and unwavering sense of belonging to God’s faithful people. . . Go out and give your people what was entrusted to you, for your people will make you feel and taste who you are, what your name is, what your identity is, and they will make you rejoice in that hundredfold which the Lord has promised to those who serve him.  Pope Francis, Holy Chrism Mass, Holy Thursday homily, 2014

Palm Sunday – C

A Vocation View: When Jesus comes into your life, grab something and wave it. Show your joy, your happiness; your dream is fulfilled. Tell others: Jesus is here!

Prayer: For all those being called to share in the passion of Christ as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, that they will echo His Eternal Word of mercy in their own faithfulness to the Father’s will, we pray to the Lord.

Action: AT WORLD YOUTH DAY 2012 Pope Benedict XVI reminded youth that “Joy is at the heart of Christian experience… The Church’s vocation is to bring joy to the world, a joy that is authentic and enduring, the joy proclaimed by the angels to the shepherds on the night Jesus was born.”


Easter Sunday – C

A Vocation View: We're no longer nobodies. Jesus rose from the dead. He promises to take us to heaven too. Our Ultimate Vocation: Union with God!

Prayer: That the Risen Lord, made known to us through apostolic witness, will grace many men and women to answer the call to proclaim His life, death and resurrection as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Already dedicated to him through Baptism, the person who surrenders themselves to the God they love above all else thereby consecrates themselves more intimately to God’s service and to the good of the church.  Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 931
Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) – C

A Vocation View: You've got an incredible message to make credible. It is not like selling used cars! It is proclaiming eternal life, forgiveness and Great Love!

Prayer: That the gift of Christ’s peace will remain with all priests, deacons and those in the consecrated life who, sent in His name, proclaim the victory over the world through faith in Him, we pray to the Lord.
Action: WHATEVER STATE OF LIFE God calls us to, we bring with us an assortment of experiences, interests and gifts – however small they seem to us. We are called to put our lives at the service of the LORD and our neighbor, wherever we find ourselves. Where and how is God calling you to spread His Good News – His Love?

Third Sunday of Easter – C

A Vocation View: Let people know that Jesus has the solution. Cast your net on the other side of life. Listen to God's Son. And tell the world what you hear!

Prayer: For prayerful openness in our young people, that they will see their vocation discernment as a call to love the Lord and respond generously to His choice of them, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Preach the gospel at all times. When necessary, use words.  Saint Francis of Assisi

Fourth Sunday of Easter (World Day of Prayer for Vocations) – C

A Vocation View: On this World Day of Prayer for Vocations, pray for yourself. Pray to know if God is calling YOU to be a Priest, Sister or Brother. Pray!

Prayer: For grace of confidence in prayer for all those discerning their vocation as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers, that they will be be faithful to the voice of the Good Shepherd, we pray to the Lord.
Action: By your prayer and intercession, you are the advocates of all who seek God, who are journeying towards God. You bear witness to a hope which, against every form of hopelessness, silent or spoken, points to the fidelity and the loving concern of God. Hence you are on the side of those who are crushed by misfortune and cannot break free of their burdens. You bear witness to that Love which gives itself for humanity and thus conquered death.  Pope Benedict XVI, with priests, religious, and seminarians in Austria, 2007
Fifth Sunday of Easter – C

A Vocation View: Can you imagine a country running on Jesus' one law of "love one another"? No wars. No hunger. No thirst. No jealousy. Only loving followers of Jesus.

Prayer: That the coming of the new heaven and new earth will be hastened though the holy lives and faithful witness of all those called to serve the Lord as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers, we pray to the Lord. 

Action: Saint Thérèse of Lisieux lived in a Carmelite convent with her older sister Pauline. Pauline was with Thérèse throughout her brief life, illness, and death at the tender age of 24. It is no accident that Jesus sent out his disciples in pairs. Having a spiritual companion, as Thérèse did, can be of great help and comfort on the sometimes difficult spiritual journey. Cultivate spiritual friendships in your own life.

Sixth Sunday of Easter – C

A Vocation View: It is not that talents add up to a vocation; but rather a Vocation brings talents. The Spirit of God lives within you!

Prayer: That men and women discerning their vocation will not let their hearts be troubled or afraid, but rather will find comfort and guidance in the Holy Spirit
Action: ''THE SECRET OF A VOCATION,'' Pope Benedict XVI told youth, ''lies in the capacity and in the joy of distinguishing [God's] voice, of listening to and following His voice. But to do this, it is necessary to accustom our heart to recognize the Lord, to hear Him like a person who is near me and who loves me.'' Moments of ''interior silence in the day-to-day routine'' are essential, he said. “But once one has learned to hear this voice and to generously follow it, ''one fears nothing, he or she knows and feels that God is with him or her, and that He is a Friend, Father, and Brother.''

Ascension of the Lord – C

A Vocation View: Our Spiritual Life is a Journey - following the Call of the Master to "Go and teach all people my Gospel." Say "Yes" over and over again.

Prayer: That Catholic mothers and fathers will make a home for the Lord in their hearts and in their families, welcoming His call to their children, we pray to the Lord.
Action: FAMILY LIFE can build values integral to a strong vocation — whether to priesthood, religious life or marriage. Teaching your children to value commitment, service and prayer will help them make strong vocation decisions as adults and live out those vocations with success and fulfillment.

Pentecost Sunday – C

A Vocation View: Like sun through a stained glass window, the Spirit of God can shine in your life to rouse the best in another. Come, follow Him.

Prayer: That one with the Blessed Virgin Mary, in whose company the Apostles received the Holy Spirit, those now discerning their vocations will grow in their ability to recognize the Lord’s call and respond with generous hearts, we pray to the Lord.
Action: MYSTERIOUSLY the Holy Spirit distributes charisms to build up the church. Charisms are free gifts given to individuals (as part of the body of Christ) helping the church carry out its mission. “There are different gifts but the same Spirit, there are different ministries but the same LORD; there are different works but the same God who accomplishes all of them in everyone. To each person the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” 1 Corith 12 4-7

Trinity Sunday – C

A Vocation View: Human beings establish lasting loving bonds. But the Trinity shows us perfect love: you, God and neighbour. There's nothing more than love.

Prayer: That those chosen to share the mercy of God as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers will be faithful to the Spirit of Truth who has called them and guides them, we pray to the Lord.

Action: At last I have found my vocation: My vocation is love.  Saint Thérèse of Lisieux
Corpus Christi – C

A Vocation View: Food usually becomes more when it is given than when it is taken - The more Jesus is given, the more we share Him, the more He increases.

Prayer: That the power of the Body and Blood of Christ will encourage those being called to the priesthood, diaconate or the consecrated life to respond with confidence and joy, we pray to the Lord.
Action: THE EUCHARIST SHOULD BE THE HEART of every vocational journey: it is here that the love of God touches us in Christ's sacrifice, the perfect expression of love, and it is here that we learn ever anew how to live according to the 'high standard' of God's love. Scripture, prayer and the Eucharist are the precious treasure enabling us to grasp the beauty of a life spent fully in service of the Kingdom. Pope Benedict XVI
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: There was a wedding between God and us: "to have and to hold, from this day forward, for better or for worse." God is faithful and true. Let us do the same.

Prayer: That all those especially chosen by Christ for the unique paths of holiness as priests, deacons or in the consecrated life, will heed our Blessed Mother’s counsel to do whatever He tells them in loving obedience, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Consecrated men and women of today have the duty to be witnesses of the transfiguring presence of God in a world that is evermore disoriented and confused, a world where toning down has substituted sharp and distinctive colors....Belonging to the Lord: this is the mission of the men and women who have chosen to follow Christ–chaste, poor and obedient–so that the world may believe and be saved. To belong completely to Christ so as to become a permanent confession of faith, an unequivocal proclamation of truth that frees us from the seduction of the false idols that deceive the world.  Pope Benedict XVI, 2006 Address to superiors general of institutes of consecrated life and Societies of apostolic life

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: The word of God becomes the flesh of God when YOU live it in your life. Believe what you read; live what you believe. Be the face of Christ for others.

Prayer: For all men and women called by Jesus to teach the Gospel as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers, that the joy of the Lord will remain their strength during their discernment, formation and mission, we pray to the Lord.
Action: The Christian faithful have an obligation to foster vocations to the priesthood and the religious life by living faithfully the call to holiness, by holding vocations to the priesthood and the religious life in esteem, and by encouraging young men and women to consider the possibility of a call from God to the ordained or consecrated states.

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: The Lord says: "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I dedicated you." Always listen to an Old Friend.

Prayer: For those called to celibacy for the sake of the kingdom as priests, sisters and brothers, that they will be encouraged to follow the Lord, faithful to His choice of them, we pray to the Lord.

Action: Since the call of the first disciples, some followers of Jesus have sought a different way to live their faith. In the early church groups of widows gathered to dedicate themselves to prayer and good works. Others craved solitary prayer, so they fled to the desert to commune with God and guide others in the pursuit of holiness. Monasteries, cloisters, and religious houses eventually came into being, and religious life as we know it began to take shape.  Reflect on your call.


Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: God does not ask you to be successful: God asks you to be faithful. Put your vocation ahead of your career.

Prayer: That all those called to follow Jesus in the priesthood or consecrated life will allow the Holy Spirit to strengthen them each day in their vocation and mission, we pray to the Lord.
Action: A VOCATION must be nurtured for a lifetime, not just until ordination or the taking of vows. You can help nurture the vocations of priests, sisters and brothers by praying, listening, and expressing appreciation. A life of service needs support from those served. 


Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Try not to pray for an easy life; rather, pray to be a strong person. Strong in trust, hope, care, love. Follow the Master.

Prayer: That the Holy Spirit who scrutinizes everything, will assist all those discerning a vocation to the priesthood and consecrated life in discovering the truth of God’s call, we pray to the Lord.
Action: All of us without exception, both individually and in society, have a life-long obligation to strive after heavenly values. . . . The traditional as well as the contemporary Christian approach to life is to strive with all zeal for evangelical perfection, and at the same time to contribute toward the material good of humanity.  Pope John XXIII at the opening of the Second Vatican Council on Oct. 11, 1962

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: If you love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you and pray for those who maltreat you, realize that God has already working in you.

Prayer: For all those called to be perfected through the vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life, that their lives of service in charity will bear lasting fruit, we pray to the Lord.
Action: The gospel is the basis of community life. By living in community, we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ. Living in community implies relationships. It means relating to one another as truly sisters and putting into practice what Jesus taught us: “Love one another as I have loved you.”  Sister Mary Edward Urban, O.S.F. of the Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God, Whitehall Franciscan Newsletter

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Since each person speaks from his heart's abundance, let Jesus form your heart and your life. Follow Him willingly.
Prayer: That by their example of seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, priest, deacons, sisters and brothers will win many souls to Christ, we pray to the Lord.
Action: A good vocation is simply a firm and constant will in which the person who is called must serve God in the way and in the places to which almighty God has called him.  Saint Francis de Sales (1567-1622)
Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: The centurion had enough faith to call on the Lord.  You also have enough faith.  Call on the Lord…Listen for his response.
Prayer: For confident trust in the Lord who He leads and guides all those discerning a call to serve Him and His people as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: FAITH AND PRAYER do not resolve problems, but enable one to address them with a new light and strength, in a way fitting to man, and also more serenely and effectively. Pope Benedict XVI Pray to hear God’s call.
Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Jesus raised the young man of Naim and gave him back to his mother.  The Lord still raises men and women and gives them to the Church as: Priests, deacons, brothers and sisters.  Is the Lord calling you or someone you know?

Prayer: That men and women will hear the call to proclaim the gospel “not of human origin” through their vocation.
Action: VOCATION DIRECTORS, whether of a diocese or religious order, are the interface between the congregations and the world. They also need your prayers and perhaps your help. Feel free to suggest a name to your pastor of someone you believe may be interested in pursuing a religious vocation.
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time-C 
A Vocation View: Jesus forgave the woman who had sinned much because she also loved much. He forgives you, because He loves you. Will you repay His love by answering His call?

Prayer: That all mothers and fathers, who are especially called to manifest the love of the Blessed Trinity in their families and the world, will encourage vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life among their children, we pray to the Lord.
Action: PARENTS… don’t be afraid to encourage service in your children. Mothers are often the main influence in a man’s discernment to the priesthood.
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time - C 
A Vocation View: Jesus said that anyone who wants to follow Him must deny themselves and daily take up their cross. He calls us to our greatest happiness, if we answer His call He will give us the graces to carry that cross joyfully.

Prayer: That men and women will answer the call of their vocations, denying themselves, taking up their crosses, and following Christ, we pray to the Lord.
Action: When one renounces everything to follow Christ, when one gives to him all that one holds most dear, braving every sacrifice as did the divine Teacher, the consecrated person who follows in Christ’s footsteps necessarily also becomes “a sign of contradiction” because his/her way of thinking and living is often in opposition to the logic of the world.  Pope Benedict XVI, 2007 World Day of Consecrated Life
 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - C  
A Vocation View: Can you imagine Jesus, facing His fate in the Garden of Gethsemane, deciding, "No, I'll not go through with this?" No, vocation means perseverance.

Prayer: That men and women called to proclaim the kingdom of God by their lives of service as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, will have the determination to overcome every obstacle to their response through prayer and the practice of virtue, we pray to the Lord.
Action: It can take time to find one’s calling and be confirmed in it. Saint Paul of the Cross wanted to redirect his life to bring others the message of God’s love expressed in Christ’s Passion, but he had to wait more than two decades before the church officially gave him permission to found the religious order now known as the Passionists.

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Jesus says: "The harvest is rich, but the labourers are few; therefore, ask the harvest-master to send workers to the harvest. Pray for Vocations.

Prayer: For an increase in our dedication to keep the Lord of the Harvest’s command to pray for vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and the consecrated life, and for the holiness of all those now serving the people of our diocese in these vocations, we pray to the Lord.
Action: WHAT WILL YOU DO with your life? What are your plans? Have you ever thought of committing yourself totally to Christ? Do you think there can be anything greater than to bring Jesus to people and people to Jesus? Pope John Paul II

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - C 

A Vocation View: Treating others with compassion is a mark of a follower of Jesus, whether known as The Good Samaritan, Mother, Father, Priest, Sister, Deacon or Brother.

Prayer: That all those now discerning their vocation will be attentive in prayer and active in their response to Jesus the Eternal Word who calls them, we pray to the Lord
Action: ALL TOO OFTEN WE forget to express appreciation to those in service-oriented jobs, including priests, sisters and brothers. We forget because we think, “It’s their job to help.” Priests and religious aren’t superhuman. They need genuine support from those they serve. Let them know how you feel.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: How enjoyable to sit and talk with a friend. How vocational to sit and talk with your friend Jesus. Take time just to be with Jesus.

Prayer: That like Mary of Bethany, all the priests, deacons and and men and women in the consecrated life will listen to the Lord in the silence of prayer, faithful to their choice of that better part, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Pray as though everything depended on God. Work as though everything depended on you.  Saint Augustine

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: God knows what we want before we ask. God knows who we are before we discern. God invites us to pray: to ask and to discern.

Prayer: That with every “Our Father” we will be mindful of His generous goodness and ask that the Holy Spirit be given to all those discerning their vocation in Christ, we pray to the Lord.
Action: ''IF PRAYING ALIENATED YOU, took you away from your real life, beware: it would not be true prayer,'' Pope Benedict XVI said. ''On the contrary, dialogue with God is the guarantee of truth, of truthfulness with oneself and with others and, therefore, of liberty.''

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Another sign of Vocation is that your heart is more intent on things of heaven rather than on things of earth. God is not just everything: he is the only thing.

Prayer: For a deepening conviction that each of us makes His merciful love manifest through every vocation faithfully lived in Christ, to the glory of God and the salvation of His people, we pray to the Lord.
Action: IN A WORLD where human frailty is acutely felt, they (religious men and women) remind us of God and bring Christ’s redemptive love to all they meet. Archbishop Robert J. Carlson of St. Louis

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Where is your treasure? There is your heart! Have you considered that God's will is your treasure for you? Come, follow Him!

Prayer: That those who have been given so much in their vocations as priests, deacons and consecrated men and women will imitate the Lord’s generosity as they live that gift, we pray to the Lord.
Action: You owe it to all of us to get on with what you're good at.  W.H. Auden
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Jesus wants his followers to light a fire on the earth. His followers, as His fire, are bright, blazing, consuming, enlightening and warm.

Prayer: For all those who experience opposition in the discernment of their vocations, that they will be blessed with the grace of perseverance and encouragement, we pray to the Lord.
Action: There has never been a time in Christian history when someone, somewhere, has not died rather than compromise with the powers of oppression, tyranny, and unbelief.  Rev. Dr. Anthony Harvey, sub-dean of Westminster Abbey in London, at the 1998 dedication of statues of 20th-century Christian martyrs

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Whom the Lord loves, He disciplines. The best way to lead others through the narrow gate is to be formed and disciplined as a leader. Then you can go through the narrow gate, yourself.

Prayer: That all those striving to enter heaven through the narrow gate of celibacy for the sake of Christ’s kingdom will find strength and peace in their freely chosen discipline, we pray to the Lord.
Action: One thing I would like people to do in their discernment is to find a spiritual director who is compassionate to them and is willing to help them to find the community which is good for them. Don't forget to pray to God for his guidance.

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Jesus keeps saying, "Let go. Come, follow me." If your pride is holding you back, or if you're looking for exaltation, let go. Come, follow His way.

Prayer: For a deeper sense of gratitude for the profoundly beautiful mystery celebrated at every Mass and for all our priests, who humbly make Christ present by the power of the Holy Spirit through the grace of ordination, we pray to the Lord.
Action: At the heart of the church is vocation. The earliest idea of what is today called “church” starts with the Greek word ekklesia, which is only found twice in the gospels, both times in Matthew, and means those who have been “called out.” Jesus “calls out” all who follow him to share in his ministry in different ways. Reflect on your call!

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Jesus says clearly; "Anyone who does not take up the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple." You and Jesus can carry your cross together. Then, you can follow!

Prayer: For the faithful response of all those being called by Christ to take up their cross and follow Him as a priest, deacon, sister or brother, we pray to the Lord.
Action: IF WE LET CHRIST REIGN IN OUR SOUL, we will not become authoritarian. Rather we will serve everyone. How I like that word, service! To serve my king and, through him, all those who have been redeemed by his blood. I really wish we Christians knew how to serve, for only by serving can we know and love Christ and make him known and loved. St Josemaria Escriva

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: We are like the lost sheep when we have not found our place in life. Are you part of the herd, lost from the herd, or a leader of the herd?

Prayer: For the holiness of all those called to be examples to those who would come to believe in Christ for eternal life as priests, deacons and consecrated men and women, we pray to the Lord.
Action: A GOOD WAY TO SERVE our parish is to become part of our Parish Vocation Committee, to help generate an atmosphere that is positively directed toward ministry and church vocations. The committee welcomes more members! Pray for vocations!

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Do you think it is the Lord who is motivating you to make lots of money, to use people, to grab for power, to attend to the needs of others?

Prayer: For all those especially dedicated to making supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving on behalf of God’s people, that they will be strengthened in their vocations as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Sin isn’t the absence of love; love is already there. Rather it’s the failure to choose to take advantage of opportunities to love. Review your day and see where you did not bother to love. Then take the trouble to do it tomorrow.

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Courage! Courage when you follow the Lord. Remember, people may not be convinced, even if one should rise from the dead - Live, in order to convince others of resurrection and life.

Prayer: That the pursuit of righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness will mark the lives of all those discerning our Heavenly Father’s will, especially those considering a vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life, we pray to the Lord. 
Action: In the midst of a turbulent, often chaotic life we are called to reach out, with courageous honesty to our innermost self, with relentless care to our fellow human beings and with increasing prayer to our God.  Henri J. Nouwen
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Oh, that today you would hear His voice! Listening brings faith; faith brings hope; hope brings trust; trust brings courage to follow the Lord.

Prayer: That by the power of the Holy Spirit , every Catholic called to the priesthood and consecrated life will guard the treasure of their unique vocation in Christ and fan into flame their love for Him, we pray to the Lord.
Action: LIFE is not merely summarized by “what are you willing to die for”, ask yourself “what am I willing to LIVE for?”

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: If faith can move mountains, it can remove hardness of heart. Faith does move mountains, so faith does remove hardness of heart.  Pray for those who have hardened their heart to the call of God.

Prayer: For an increase in gratitude among God’s people for the mercy shown them though the holy vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life in their midst, and that more men and women will faithfully respond to His call, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Say a word of gratitude to the saintly folks around you today—the moms and dads balancing family and work, the parish priests comforting those who mourn, the deacons ministering to the sick in hospitals, the religious sisters and brothers teaching and advocating for the poor, the spiritual writers offering enrichment to hungry souls--and everyone else in between.

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Even as a child you knew the importance of asking often for something you really wanted. Now again, in an adult way, ask God to show you His will. But, be ready to do it!

Prayer: For perseverence in sincere prayer on the part of the faithful, asking the Lord of the Harvest for holy vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: What is known in vocation circles as the “process of discernment” is simply the time we pilgrims here on earth take to identify our strengths and gifts and determine how they may best be put to use in joyful service of the church and the world as we “journey onwards towards our heavenly homeland.”

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: If you exalt yourself, what do you leave for God to give you? Rather, listen to God's voice. Doing His will is all you need to do.

Prayer: That all men and women, chosen to fight the good fight of proclaiming faith in Jesus Christ as priests, deacons, religious sisters and brothers, will find encouragement in our prayers and support, we pray to the Lord. 

Action: Before I can tell my life what I want to do with it, I must listen to my life telling me who I am.

Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: Do whatever is necessary to see Jesus: climb a tree, make a retreat, confess your sins, read His life story, help an enemy, say a prayer. He will stay with you today.

Prayer: That the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in all those chosen to follow Him as priests, deacons or in the consecrated life, and that they in turn will be glorfied for their faithfulness to His call, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Religious orders are not formed for the purpose of gathering together perfect people but those who have the courage to aim at perfection.  Saint Francis de Sales

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: As the Church-year comes to a close, may the Lord Jesus strengthen your heart for every good work and word. May you live your vocation!

Prayer: That those who live in celibacy for the sake of the Kingdom of God as priests, deacons, sisters and brothers, will be blessed on earth for their witness to the resurrection of the body in the life to come, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Act as beacons of hope, casting the light of Christ upon the world, and encouraging young people to discover the beauty of a life given completely to the Lord and his Church.

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time – C

A Vocation View: You know that at the end of earth-time, every thing will be stubble. Be sure there is a monument to your earth-love in heaven. Listen to Jesus.

Prayer: That prayer, hard work and generous service will prepare many young men and women to answer the Lord’s call to follow Him as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: May the world of our time . . . be enabled to receive the Good News not from evangelizers who are dejected and discouraged . . . but from ministers of the gospel whose lives glow with fervor, who have first received the joy of Christ.  Pope Paul VI, Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, no. 1

Feast of Christ the King – C

A Vocation View: Who will work for Jesus, the King of Peace, Hope and Honour, the King of Love, Truth and Justice? Who is dedicated and enthusiastic enough to proclaim his Good News? It must be YOU!

Prayer: That Christ the King, who has brought peace through the blood of His cross, will choose many men and women from our midst to preach redemption by the forgiveness of sins as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: All the faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status are called to the fullness of the Christian life and to the perfection of charity. . . . In order that the faithful may reach this perfection, they must use their strength accordingly as they have received it, as a gift from Christ. . . . They must devote themselves with all their being to the glory of God and the service of their neighbor. In this way, the holiness of the People of God will grow into an abundant harvest of good.  Pope John XXIII at the opening of the Second Vatican Council on Oct. 11, 1962
                                                       Special Dates

February 2 - Presentation of the Lord - Year A, B or C

A Vocation View: Like Simeon and the prophetess Anna, who served God day and night in His temple, will you dare bear radical witness to Christ Jesus as His priest, consecrated brother or sister?

Prayer: That those called to plow the Lord’s vineyard with the sword of His Word and Spirit will respond with generosity in serving Him as a priest, deacon or consecrated religious, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Religious life ought to promote growth in the church by way of attraction. The church must be attractive. Wake up the world! Be witnesses of a different way of doing things, of acting, of living! . . . It is this witness that I expect of you. Religious should be men and women who are able to wake the world up.  Pope Francis, meeting with the Union of Superiors General, November 29, 2013
March 19 – Joseph, Husband of Mary

A Vocation View: Joseph was appointed by God to nurture Jesus.  We are all called to nurture those around us.  Let us be sure to nurture their vocation

Prayer: For a deeper faith, hope and love among all Christians in Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life and especially among those He is calling to do the works that He does as a priest, deacon or consecrated religious, we pray to the Lord.

Action: We are not called upon to do all the good that is possible, but only that which we can do.  Mother Theodore Guerin
March 25 – Annunciation of the Lord

A Vocation View: “Greetings favored on!  The Lord is with you.”  Word’s spoken to when she started her vocation.  Words spoken to each of us when God calls us.
Prayer: That all baptized Catholics will recognize their responsibility to discover their vocation in Christ and follow Him, especially those chosen for the unique calling to the priesthood or consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: “IT IS REALLY GOD HIMSELF, the ‘LORD of the harvest’, who chooses his laborers. His call is always undeserved and unexpected. We are called to cooperate with his providence, and to use the powerful tool which he has placed in our hands: prayer. Jesus said ‘Pray the LORD of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest!’”
June 24 - Birth of John the Baptist – Year A, B or C

A Vocation View: Have you done enough converting to be serious about following Jesus? Like John, "…go before the Lord to prepare his way."
Prayer: For all those especially chosen by Christ to "prepare the way of the Lord" in their hearts and the hearts of His people as priests, deacons, brothers and sisters, we pray to the Lord.
Action: God calls you to make definitive choices, and He has a plan for each of you: To discover that plan and to respond to your vocation is to move toward personal fulfilment.  Pope Francis, 2013 World Youth Day
June 29 - Peter and Paul - Year A, B or C

A Vocation View: Jesus commanded Peter: "feed my lambs … feed my sheep." May many young men heed the call of Christ Jesus to do the same as priests of the New Covenant. Let us pray the Lord to send labourers to His harvest. 

Prayer: For an increase in vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life and for a deeper gratitude for the priests and religious now serving our diocese by proclaiming the kingdom of heaven among us, we pray to the Lord.
Action: It is not what you are, nor what you have been, that God looks at with his merciful eyes, but what you would wish to be.  The Cloud of Unknowing
August 6 – Transfiguration of the Lord

A Vocation View: “This is my Son, the Beloved, with him I am well pleased; listen to him.” For a few moments Jesus appeared in all his glory.  We enter into that same glory when we answer the call to follow him.

Prayer: That like the man born blind, we will allow Jesus to open our eyes and hearts to His will and bring more men and women to respond to His call to serve Him and His Church as priests, deacons and and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: DEAR YOUNG PEOPLE: Do not be afraid of Christ. He takes nothing away, and He gives you everything. When we give ourselves to Him, we receive a hundredfold in return. Pope Benedict XVI
August 15 - Assumption - - Year A, B or C

A Vocation View: A woman clothed with the sun, the moon under her feet and on her head a crown of twelve stars. Hers is the most beautiful story of vocation, when Mary said, "Let it be done unto me according to thy will." Can you make the same choice?

Prayer: That the faithful response, “Behold, I come to do your will, O Lord,” will be voiced by each person discerning a call to serve Christ as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Did you know that the word vocation is related to the term “vocal cords” and means “a calling”? More precisely it means spending your life doing what your innermost heart feels called to do. To follow a vocation means living your own unique life. That’s of course what all of us would like to accomplish, but how shall we do it?

September 14 - Triumph of the Cross - A, B or C

A Vocation View: We do not promote an easy life. But then no life worth living is an easy life. Jesus said, "If you wish to come after me, you must deny your very self, take up your cross and follow me." Pray for the gift of being able to accept your vocation.

Prayer: That the call to serve Christ and His Church in the priesthood and consecrated life will fall on the rich soil of hearts prepared by prayer, hard work, and generous service to others, we pray to the Lord.
Action: We assume the apostles must have been solid, holy people because Jesus handpicked them to be part of his inner circle of friends and disciples. But the gospels present quite a different picture. These were ordinary people who weren’t always clear about Jesus’ message, who occasionally turned their back on Jesus even when he was most in need, and who struggled with their own faith. The apostles’ relationship with Jesus as well as their faith was a work in progress that ultimately brought them closer to God. Like the apostles, we, too, encounter struggles in our relationship with Jesus and our faith. Allow your struggles and missteps to become another positive step in getting to know God more deeply.

November 1 - Feast of All Saints – A, B or C

A Vocation View: Sainthood: a vocation fulfilled. Whatever journey you take, whichever path you follow, be sure your "career" leads you to sainthood, the greatest and ultimate Vocation.
Prayer: That through union with the Blessed Virgin Mary, in whose company the Apostles received the Holy Spirit, men and women will receive the grace to respond to Christ’s call to follow Him as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: HOLINESS is a challenge for all of us, whatever our specific vocations. We are called to be holy in all aspects of our lives. This is an ongoing process, often slowed by setbacks. When the saints were alive, they did not regard themselves as saints; rather, they knew they were sinners — and they strived to be saints. The process of becoming holy is, even for saints, filled with struggle. Know you are a sinner; strive to be a saint
November 2 - All Souls - A, B and C

A Vocation View: We pray for the souls gone before us, priests, religious and lay - those who have taken their vocation of Christian service seriously. May the Lord's merciful love purify them completely, that they may look upon the face of God and rejoice forever. A Vocation dwells within us, with the powerful possibility to transform our own lives and make us saints.

Prayer: For a growing conviction among our young people that they are loved by our Heavenly Father and that Jesus will manifest Himself to them through their vocations, we pray to the Lord.
Action: CHRIST SPOKE of the talents each one of us has, talents which must not buried. Our calling is to take those talents, develop them fully, and then use them in establishing His kingdom on earth. Are you using your talents to fulfill your vocation to service? Take some time today to reflect on how you might use your special talents in the service of the Kingdom.
November 9 - Dedication of the Lateran Basilica - A, B and C

A Vocation View: The Lateran Basilica, the Cathedral of Rome, is a symbol of the unity of the Church. We are called to be apostles of unity, ourselves living in, and calling others to, communion with Christ in His Body, the Church. May we seek out opportunities to proclaim this message.

Prayer: For a growing trust in the presence of the Lord in His call among men and women being chosen to serve Him and His Church as priests, deacons and in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.
Action: So it is that in accordance with the Divine Plan a wonderful variety of religious communities has grown up which has made it easier for the church . . . to be equipped for every good work and ready for the work of the ministry—the building up of the Body of Christ.  Second Vatican Council, Decree on the Adaptation and Renewal of Religious Life Perfectae Caritatis, no. 1
December 8 – Immaculate Conception:

A Vocation View: The Angle said to Mary, “Do not be afraid.”  Sometimes it can be scary when we learn what God is calling us to, but we need to hear those same words, “Do not be afraid.” 

Prayer: For all those called to priesthood and consecrated life, that they will have no fear in responding to Jesus as He calls them to trust in Him and His choice of them, we pray to the Lord.
Action: Sometimes we need a little help seeing clearly. Various devices aid our focus, from eyeglasses and contact lenses to microscopes and telescopes. Sometimes seeing clearly means shifting our perspective, too. Take the example of Saint Gertrude (the only female saint to earn the title “the Great”), correcting her vision came about by changing the direction she was facing. A brilliant young Benedictine sister, she excelled in the study of philosophy and literature. Then she received a vision of Jesus, urging her to trade in her pursuit of the humanities for divinity studies. Gertrude’s heart was ignited with a new flame, and she became a profound mystic.
