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Barry Tkachuk’s Priesthood
Ordination
Good News!!!
Deacon

Barry

Tkachuk

will

be

ordained a priest on Friday, June 28 at
7:00 pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral. We
are

all

looking

momentous event.

forward

to

this

Some may be

asking, "What is a Spiritual Bouquet?" Spiritual Bouquets are
prayers or devotional acts that someone (the giver) has or will offer for someone else (the recipient). The
idea is that each prayer is like a flower, and combined prayers are a bouquet offered to the individual. It can
be given from an individual or a parish to express joy and/or best wishes. The Vocations Commission
suggests that a large card be made from heavy paper, perhaps with a bouquet of flowers on it, with perhaps
a scripture verse. Along the sides should be the signatures of those pledging, along with the action they are
pledging: be it a Rosary, Holy Hour, Days of Fasting, Act of Charity, Special Novenas, or any other spiritual
action. It is our hope that Barry will keep these bouquets close to his heart for the rest of his life.
People often ask, what does a new priest need the most? Invariably, the answer is: Money, Books,
Vestments or one of the latest electronic gadgets. But what he really needs is prayer - for it is the prayer of
the people that will sustain him throughout his priesthood. To this end, we are asking every parish to create
a spiritual bouquet that can be part of an offering to Barry at his Ordination.

A Golden Opportunity or is that a Birch Bark Opportunity
By Fr. Jim Kaptein
A while back someone challenged me, why don’t you put your gifts and talents to work.
They were speaking directly about the numerous canoe trips I have planned and participated in. After
thinking about it, and speaking to the Bishop, I thought why not! Why not help young people experience
God in his wonderful creation. So I am proposing a canoe trip, with myself and Fr. Travis, for those aged
18-30 (note age range has changed), from Sunday, August 18 (after Mass) to Friday, August 23. The trip
would be in the Canadian Shield, north of La Ronge. If you are interested please contact Fr. Jim Kaptein at
vocations@padiocese.ca or phone 306 764-4637. It will be limited to 12 paddlers.
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Seminarian Tai Le

I was born on July 5th, 1994, in Binh Thuan of Vietnam. I was born to my parents Mr. Le
Truong Thu and Mrs. Hoang Thi Ngoc Chi. The journey of my vocational life began when I was
eleven. At that time, I was an altar server in a local parish and was so happy to have a chance to
live in the rectory with the pastor. At the time of living in the parish rectory, I started to desire to
live a priestly life through my great passion for the Church. I was in formation under my pastor,
and I was being trained and nourished spiritually by him to become a future seminarian.
From there, I continued to nurture my vocation until 2012 when I passed two exams
from two universities, Ho Chi Minh City Medical University and University of Technology. I
chose to study electrical engineering. From 2012 to 2015, I carried on my studies in the university
and continued to discern until May 2015, when I was accepted by Bishop Albert Thévenot to be a seminarian of the diocese. It
was a great joy and pleasure for me to be a missionary to serve the Church in Canada through the extended hand of our Bishop.
Then I arrived on October 28th, 2015, and stayed for two months with Fr. Cuong Luong, who is the pastor of Notre
Dame Parish in North Battleford. At the beginning of January 2016, I left for London of Ontario for English courses, living at St.
Peter’s Seminary for this study. After finishing the English courses, I left London to go to St. Joseph Seminary in Edmonton,
Alberta, for my theology studies. Since 2016, I have been living and studying at this Seminary for my formation. So far,
everything is excellent for me, and I feel like I have been growing so much and am so excited to be prepared by the Seminary for
my future priestly vocation.
Personal Hobbies: Reading the Church’s traditions, history, theology, and Scripture, playing piano and pipe organ, and listening
to ballads and classical music.
Favorite Scripture Verse: “Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you, before you were born I set you
apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
(Jeremiah 1:5)
Favorite Saint: St. Ignatius of Loyola
People you look up to: All the people of our diocese
of Prince Albert.
Advice to someone considering a vocation: “Prayer is
nothing more than being on terms of friendship with
God” (St. Teresa of Avila), and the most difficult thing
is to pray persistently.
Discerning God’s will is a process of listening and
responding to God’s call to serve. To do this is to be
friends with Him, to talk to Him, to listen to His voice
attentively, to abandon yourself to His will, and to let
Him lead you to the Truth who is Jesus Christ.
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Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
June 28, 2019
For special blessings for Barry Tkachuk
How to Pray the Novena
This novena is for the nine days leading to the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the
Ordination of Barry Tkachuk. You may pray the novena privately or in the family, in a
religious community or with your neighbours or friends. If you are praying it with others, a
different person may lead the novena each day, or you may share the parts among the
group. Read the scripture and the meditation slowly, pausing when something strikes you.
A short prayer takes up the theme of the day, and you end with the Novena Prayer.
Novena Prayer (to be said each day)
Lord Jesus, the needs of your people open your heart in love to each of us. You care for us when we are lost,
sympathize with us in loneliness and comfort us in mourning; you are closest to us when we are weakest. You
love us most when we love ourselves least; you forgive us most when we forgive ourselves least; you call us to
spread your love in whatever way we can. Lord Jesus, your heart is moved with compassion when we are
suffering, when we need your help and when we pray for each other.
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Day 1 - Jesus Shows Us His Father
Scripture: When the father saw his prodigal son he said: ‘Let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found!’
Meditation: See yourself and ask: Who is that? Do you like her/him? Then see Jesus at your side, also looking at you
in the mirror. How does he see you? His eyes are tender, happy in your company because you are his sister, brother,
child of God. At the end thank God for his love, not because of anything we do, but because he is our father and we
are his children.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, you know each of us by name. We are important to you. Each one of us is written on the
palms of your hands. Now let us know your name, Lord, know it and feel it in our hearts and lives - the name that
you have made known and loved in Jesus: the name of Father. We pray for Barry has he approaches his ordination
and ask for special blessings on Barry and his family as he makes his way to you.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.
Day 2 - Jesus Face To Face With Evil
Scripture: (Habakkuk 1, 2-3): O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you and you
will not save? Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble?
Meditation: As we quiet our bodies in prayer, resentments can bubble to the surface of our mind. Let them bubble,
and burst. We soon see that anger, if we indulge it, becomes a burden on us, not on those who offended us. As long as
we withhold forgiveness, we are wasting energy, and in one part of our mind we are holding God at bay.
Prayer: Lord God, we see the sins of the world in the light of your only son. We ask you to renew us according to his
example. Let us grow like him and no longer repay evil with evil but make peace and live in truth today and every
day of our lives. Lord, open Barry’s heart to compassion for all of your people, to serve both sinners and saints.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.
Day 3 - Jesus and the Woman
Scripture: The disciples were astonished that Jesus was speaking with a woman at Jacob’s well.
Meditation: Judaism sought to safeguard morality by keeping women as far removed as possible from the public eye.
But all through the Gospels Jesus picks out women as the bearers of hope. It is no accident that women stand by the
cross on Calvary, and are the messengers chosen by God to announce and bear witness that Jesus was risen.
Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for choosing women as carriers and witnesses of the Good News. They have sustained us
men with hope when we have lost it. They have pointed us back to the hope that carries us through aging and
sickness and death, to the person of Jesus, who chose them as the first witnesses of his death and resurrection.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.
Day 4 - Meeting Jesus in the Eucharist
Scripture: Jesus said: ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give
for the life of the world is my flesh.’
Meditation: In the Eucharist we have a memorial of Jesus’ passion, and nourishment for each of us. What we receive
in Communion becomes part of our body. We can speak with the Lord who has become part of us. Not just speaking
but listening, enjoying his presence without words.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we break bread for one another and receive the body of Jesus Christ, your son. We ask you
that, strengthened by him, Barry may live in love and peace.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.
Day 5 - Jesus Faces Suffering
Scripture: Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected.
Looking at his disciples, he said, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me.
Meditation: A burden shared is a burden lightened. Jesus said: Take up your cross. It is not something you go looking
for in faraway places. Sooner or later the Lord hands us a cross. Can we recognize it? This is true wisdom, a faith that
can carry us through darkness, doubt, and suffering. At times like this we turn to the memory of Jesus’ Passion, and
agonized prayer in the Garden. He faced a dark and apparently empty heaven, yet stayed faithful, with a love that
survives darkness and suffering.
Prayer: Lord God, we behold you in the broken body of Jesus our brother. We pray, let Barry enter into your peace,
and send your spirit upon him so that he may be open and receptive to you, and pray to you in the words of the
prayer that Jesus gave us.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.
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Day 6 - Jesus and Healing
Scripture: Jesus said, ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’
Meditation: Jesus’ ministry focused on the sick; but he restored people not just to the absence of pain but to Shalom,
or wholeness, the ability to love and to work. Ask the Sacred Heart that his love may be poured out through each of
us.
Prayer: You are not indifferent, heavenly Father, to our joy and suffering. Your deepest care is for our lives and
happiness. Our peace is your peace. We thank you that you are so vulnerable in all your people. Make us receptive
and free so that, with you, we may live for this world. Heavenly Father, bestow your gifts upon Barry as a shepherd
for the ill so that, like your Son, he can carry the burdens of others.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.
Day 7 - Jesus and Gratitude
Scripture: Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has looked with
favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Meditation: Mary, like Jesus, counted her blessings, and took nothing for granted. A habit of gratitude is a safeguard
of sanity and good humour. Thank the Lord for his presence in all the encounters of our life, and the sight of our eyes,
the sun on our back. Thank God for his love, which is not earned by anything we do, but because he is our faithful
father.
Prayer: We thank you, heavenly Father, for being alive, tomorrow and today, for this earth, for bread and light, for the
people around us, today, yesterday and every day. We thank you for our lives here and now, lives laborious and full
of joy. We thank you for Barry and his service to your people.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.
Day 8 - Jesus and Old Age
Scripture: We know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.
Meditation: The Jesuit General, Pedro Arrupe, was crippled by a stroke but wrote this message: More than ever, I find
myself in the hands of God. This is what I have wanted all my life, from my youth. And this is still the one thing I
want. But there is a difference now: the initiative is entirely with God. It is indeed a profound spiritual experience to
know and feel myself so totally in his hands.
Prayer: Lord God, you were happy to give us the light of our eyes, and to let us be born. You did not make us for
darkness and death, but that we should, with all our hearts, live and come closer to you. Lord, keep open Barry’s
heart and love for, help him to see your amazing creation each and every day.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.
Day 9 - Jesus and Prayer
Scripture: As he sat at table with the sisters, Jesus said to Martha: ‘You are worried and distracted by many things;
there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.’
Meditation: What we do in prayer is the better part. We see ourselves like Mary at the feet of Jesus and fill our
imagination with his presence. Then we listen to him speaking, take a phrase or two, and savour it slowly, hear what
he is saying to me here and now.
Prayer: Lord, you wait for us until we are open to you. We wait for your word to make us receptive. Attune us to your
voice, to your silence, speak and bring your son to us, Jesus, the word of your peace. Barry has heard your call and is
now as his Ordination approaches keep him close to your heart, and you in his.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.

Crossword Answers:
Down: 1-Brother, 2-Charism, 3-Holy Spirit, 4-Disciple, 6-Consecrated, 7-Seminary, 8-Laity, 10-Priest, 11-Sacraments, 15-Vows
Across: 5-Vocation, 9-Pope, 12-Sisters, 13-Presentation, 14-Discern, 16-Twelve, 17-Deacon, 18-Jesus
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Winners of the 2019 Art Contest

Elementary Grade (K -5)
1st – Liam
(St. John school – grade 5) Teacher Mrs. N.
Charlebois-Rinas
(Vocations are great)
Pray until you know
2nd – Tynan
(St. John School– grade 5)
Teacher Mrs. N. Charlebois
Is God calling you?

Middle School (6-9)
1st – Neil (St. John – grade 7)
Mrs. N. Charlebois-Rinas
Vocations – Pray until you know)
My artwork shows a picture of St. John with
the quote at the bottom “Pray until you
know” which means that you have to pray
until God shows you what job or Vocation
you should do. It also shows a picture of the
word of God held by St. John.
2nd – Angela Taylor
(home schooled grade 6-9)
(Hand of God reaching down to a priest and
sister)
The hand is God calling the two people to
become a nun and a priest. And the people
are reaching out to God’s calling and
accepting it. The yellow rays, are to show
God radiance. The people are dressed like a
nun and priest to show they have accepted
God’s call.
High School (10-12)
1st – Claire (St. Mary)
Teacher Deacon Harrold (Mr. S)
(Grade 9) (Teach the Good News )
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” It
demonstrates how people need to become a church
leader and spreads the word of Jesus to all of the world
and the sacrifice he made for all humanity.
2nd – Tru (St. Mary) Deacon Harrold (Mr. S)
Grade 9) (Committing to Jesus)
“For many are called, but few are chosen” (Mt. 22:14) It
demonstrates Catholic Vocations because it is Jesus
talking to all his disciples. Just like how
teachers/guardians talk to us in modern society.
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