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From the Coordinator’s Desk
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When you talk about the importance of Advent and<bmas with your children, your message can bdaeed by
encouraging activities in the home that remindfut® reason for the season. Here is an actigepvith a blessing
for the Christmas tree to be sent home with younlestts.

$ )

O God, Creator of heaven and earth,
Help us as we prepare to celebrate the birthdadgsiis, your Son.
Bless this tree we have decorated.
You have created the fir tree to remain greenesdiryong.
It is a symbol for us of everlasting hope.
As its needles point to heaven, may our though&lways turned to you.
May it remind us of the joy, hope, and celebratbthis Christmas season. Amen.
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celebrating the Liturgical Yeg,
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Catholic Customs & Traditions: Advent & Christmas by Greg Dues,
Catechist - Handbook & Planning Guide 2009-2010 by RCL Benziger; and Liturgical Calendar Ordo for
2009-2010.
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Questions and Answers about the Season of Advent...
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Parish Secretaries have been asking about reprinting some of the tidbits that are included in the DCCC news-
letter. If anyone would like to reprint the information in this newsletter they are free to do so. Please remem-

ber to give credit for the information if it has been taken from another source. Thank you. ™s$%
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ST. NICHOLAS DAY
PROMISE CARD

THE SPIRIT OFCHRISTMAS
St. Nicholas was a bishop who lived a long time. ddwre are

many legends (stories) about Nicholas. One stollg teow he
threw three bags of gold into the house of a vergrpman whc
had three daughters. Nicholas wanted to make weditree girls
would be taken care of.

This card celebrates generous St. Nicholas bytittisig three of his

gualities: concern forjustice (fairness), care for othersclarity &
generosity), andbve of Godthat motivated all his good deeds.
MATERIALS
Construction paper strip 9 x 3 inches

Scissors

Markers or crayons

Copy of pattern

Glue

DIRECTIONS

1. Fold construction paper strip into thirds, makim folded piece
inches wide (see diagram).

2. Place paper pattern on folded paper, making straight sides at
along the folds. Draw around pattern, or hold anidasvay the pape
from the top and the bottom of the pattern, beimgful not to cut th
folds. Unfold to show three bags in a row (see @diay.

EQUIPMENT

3. Color, cut out, and glue the miter to the froover of the folded cari

4. Inside, on each bag, write one Nicholas qudlitystice Charity,
and Love of God); add your own promise how you will live li
Nicholas. For example, for Justice, to play faar, €harity, to shar
your toys; for Love of God, to pray every day.

\.

" # ) & A. 0 6 $ - # J.+++8 8 0 # @

! #O" "$ %




DCCC Advent/Christmad10

Immaculate Coneeption
Decemher 8th)

This service can be done with the whole family presor with your classroom only.
The only change will occur with the reflection. ©is for the whole family and one is
for classroom of children only. Ideas for this edtave been taken and adapted from
26 Creative Celebrations for All Generatiooyg Sr. M. Valerie Schneider, SND.

Materials: (optional) statute or picture of Maftpwers, candles, maracas
To do: assign readers (and perhaps actors, ifwsiuthe reading dramatized)

Opening and Closing Song options: Honouring Mary (Immaculate Mary, Mary’s
Song, Ave Maria)

Opening Prayer
Leader Mary, we honour you under your title of lemalate Conception.
All Mary, full of grace, ask your Son to bless us

Leader Mary, we honour you, for from the first mexrhof your life you were full of grace and freerfr sin.
All Mary, full of grace, ask your Son to bless us

Leader Mary, we honour you, for you were chosdnrieethe beginning of the world to be completelyyho
All Mary, full of grace, ask your Son to bless us

Leader Mary, we honour you, for you stayed awaynfsin your whole life.
All Mary, full of grace, ask your Son to bless us

READING: Luke 1.26-38 (This reading could be dramé#ized.)

Narrator 1 The angel Gabriel was sent by Godttwa in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engagea man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of Dawid.virgin’'s name was Mary. And he came to her and
said,

Gabiriel Greetings, favored one! The Lord is witiu.

Narrator 2 But she was much perplexed by his wandspondered what sort of greeting this might Dee angel
said to her,

Gabriel Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have fddavor with God. And now, you will conceive inyowomb

and bear a son, and you will name him Jesuwswill be great, and will be called the Son of khest
High, and the Lord God will give to him thedhe of his ancestor David. He will reign over boaise of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there willhpeend.

Narrator 1 Mary said to the angel,

Mary How can this be, since | am a virgin?

Narrator 2 The angel said to her,

Gabriel The Holy Spirit will come upon you, argktpower of the Most High will overshadow you; #fere the

child to be born will be holy; he will be call&on of God. And now, your relative Elizabetfher old
age has also conceived a son; and this isxtteraonth for her who was said to be barren. raihing
will be impossible with God.
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Narrator 1 Then Mary said,

Mary Here | am, the servant of the Lord; letaetWith me according to your word.
Narrator 2 Then the angel departed from her.
REFLECTION

At the asterisk, maracas help accompany the syriedpenythm as participants speak the sentence “MNgth
impossible, nothing’s impossible, nothing’s impblesivith God.”

When families are present...

How do you feel when you're facing something implole® Do you find yourself saying something likewill take a
miracle?” When the angel Gabriel asked Mary tehleemother of the Messiah, she did not understamdthat would
happen. However, the angel reminded her that...&nEyrin our lives may seem impossible. Getting y@lristmas
shopping finished may seem impossible, but...* HMiimg projects for school and taking semester exarag seem
impossible...* Coping with illness, taking care bktelderly, finding a better job, stopping an atldit or losing
weight may seem impossible but...*

When doing this service with children only...

How do you feel when you're facing something impiole® Do you find yourself saying something likewill take a
miracle?” When the angel Gabriel asked Mary teheemother of the Messiah, she did not understamdthat would
happen. However, the angel reminded her that...&nEyvin our lives may seem impossible. Waiting@bristmas to
come, being patient while you wait, but...* Listegiim school the last days before Christmas andgdalinyour home-
work while you are so excited, but...* Doing yourochs at home, listening to your parents, being Kmgour
brothers and sisters, but...*

SHARING
> How does your faith help you when events seepossible to you?
> How do you experience Mary as mother?
> How can you respond to those who object thv@ais’ devotion to Mary?
> Mary was the first dwelling place of God omtha Who and what are other “dwelling places” ad3

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader Please respond ‘Pray for us’
Mary, Immaculate Conception, (R)
Mary, First Disciple, (R)
Mary, Mother of the Redeemer, (R)
Mary, Hearer and Doer of the Word, (R)
Mary, Mother of All People, (R)
Mary, Mother of the Church, (R)
Mary, Model of bringing others to Christ, (R)
Mary, Queen of the Apostles, (R)
Mary, Witness to the Gospel, (R)

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR FAMILIES AND GROUPS

Draw/create a stained glass window to Mary.

Pray for persons, group, and churches who beamame of Mary.

Pretend you are Mary visiting her cousin ElizhbeTell Elizabeth about the Angel Gabriel.

Watch a DVD about the annunciation.

To celebrate Mary’s sin-less-ness from the mdnw#nher conception have as the snack tonight swinige
treats...white cupcakes with white icing, milk, vehcheese with crackers, vanilla ice cream.
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I Loy of Guadalupe

Decemier 12
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A Celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
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How to prepare...

L]
Tacos in a Bag
1. Brown the hamburger with the taco seasonings (can

You will need be done the night before and warmed up before

browned hamburger mixed with a package of taco se_rving) _
seasoning (follow package directions) 2. Give each person a bag of Doritos — have them

s . crush them before opening the bag — works best to
individual bags of Doritos (one for each person) open the bag on theriong gide rathger than the top

shredded cheese 3. Let each person add the ingredients they wish to have
shredded lettuce in their taco salad.
chopped tomatoes 4, Ho!d the bag closed and shake up your salad.

5. Enjoy
Sour cream
Salsa Children love the novelty of eating from a bag and moms

love the easy clean up.

]
Apple Enchiladas
Ingredients Directions
1 (21 ounce) can apple pie filling (cherry or peach
_ ) 2. Spoon fruit evenly onto all tortillas, sprinkle with
6 (8 inch) flour tortillas cinnamon. Roll up tortillas and place seam side
. down on lightly greased 8x8 baking pan.
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 3. Bring margarine, sugars and water to a boil in a
1/3 cup margarine medium sauce pan. Reduce heat and simmer,
] stirring constantly for 3 minutes.

1/2 cup white sugar 4. Pour sauce evenly over tortillas; sprinkle with

extra cinnamon on top if desired. Bake in
preheated oven for 20 minutes.

1/2 cup water 5. Makes 6 large tortillas; cut in half to serve 12.
6. Enjoy

1/2 cup packed brown sugar

Easy flower craft...

Cut pieces of tissue paper into 6 inch squarese 3J%0 squares for each flower. Place in a gitnd up the edge
and alternating the colour. Fold accordion stytgking 1/2 inch pleats. When done folding, stable folded
accordion in the centre (or tie with string or astwiie). Gently peel one layer at a time, pullthg edges of the pag
toward the centre.
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Questions and Answers about the Christmas Season...
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Information for this pages was gathered from Catholic Customs & Traditions: Advent & Christmas by Greg Dues
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November 28 ~
Sturgeon Lake

November 29 ~
Prince Albert,
St. Michael Parish

November 30 ~
White Fish

December 1 ~
Meadow Lake

December 2 ~
Onion Lake

December 3 ~
Red Pheasant

December 4 ~
Sweet Grass

18 Advent/Christmad10

December 5 ~
Moosomin

December 6 ~
North Battleford,
Notre Dame

December 7 ~
Beardy’s

December 8 ~
One Arrow

December 10 ~
Mistawasis

December 11 ~
Muskeg Lake

You are also invited to

’(. Celebrate the Eucharist on the Ny
a2 Feast of Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe ,_";u
g\() December 12 u%

N Sacred Heart Cathedral, Prince Albert *
at 2:00 p.m.

Let us pray for reconciliation, respect and for
those still suffering in our communities.

] Suggested time table for set: S
£ Begin at 5:00 p.m. Decorate the area with rosescandles, pray the G\~
. ‘a rosary, celebrate the Eucharist, share a potlucd,match one of the ”, .
* '..c. DVD’s, pray the rosary, Adoration with hymns, finist 9:30 p.m. 277
(S The next day one person is to bring the banner wf I&dy to the )

next community on the list.

Everybody is welcome. Come and pray together
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