Petition Background

This petition is an attempt to bring awareness to a very important aspect of Pakistan’s blasphemy laws, which has proven to be a root cause of extrajudicial killings, violent mob attacks, damage of property, profanation of holy books and worship places and which has also created a sense of insecurity and fear among a large part of the population of Pakistan. 

Offences related to religion in the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) especially its two sections 295-B and 295-C, commonly known as the blasphemy law, have claimed the lives of at least 100 people (Muslims, Christians, Hindu and Sikhs etc) and have caused two major violent mob attacks on two Christian villages, since their promulgation in the 1980s. The perpetrators of this violence have never been brought to justice.

On February 6, 1997, a mob of about thirty thousand Muslims attacked a Christian village called Shantinagar near Khanewal City in Punjab province and torched the whole village, including many Churches. The root cause of this assault was a blasphemy case against a Christian under section 295-B of PPC.

On November 12, 2005 an angry mob of around 2,000 Muslims vandalized and set  fire to three Churches, a nuns’ convent, two Catholic Schools, the homes of a protestant pastor and a parish priest, a girls’ hostel and the homes of some Christians, all in the village of Sangla Hill in Nankana district in Punjab. The attack was sparked by a presumed case of blasphemy against a Christian of the area, under section 295-B of PPC.

On July 31, 2009, Muslim extremists attacked a Christian Community in Gojra City and burnt nine people alive. Christians were looted and property was damaged. People lost all their belongings and were left homeless, displaced by the violence. 

July 16, 2009 Asia Bibi was accused of blasphemy law, when she shared a pail of drinking water among her Muslim co-workers in Pakistan. A Christian mother of four children and a wife, she was sentenced to death by the lower court. The petition appeals for her acquittal and immediate release. 

Jan 4, 2011 Salman Taseer, an outspoken governor was shot dead by his own bodyguard, for his efforts to help Asia Bibi in jail. Salman Taseer had publicly supported Asia Bibi, the Christian mother-of-four who has been sentenced to death for alleged blasphemy. An appeal for a pardon for Asia Bibi has been submitted to the president of Pakistan. 

In an interview with an international news channel last November, Salman Taseer said, "If the High Court does not suspend her sentence we will pardon her.” After that statement, on January 4 this year, Salman Taseer was assassinated by his own security guard, Mumtaz Qadri, in Islamabad. The self-confessed killer claimed that Taseer was a "Blasphemer".

The cleric, Muhammad Afzal Chisti, who led the funeral prayer for Salman Taseer, was forced to leave the country after receiving death threats for calling Taseer a "martyr" and leading his funeral prayer.

March 2, 2011, Shahbaz Bhatti the single Christian serving in the Pakistani Cabinet was assassinated for raising voice on behalf of persecuted religious minorities. The Al-Qaida and Taliban of Punjab Pakistan warned him that he would be killed if he continued to extend his help to the marginalized and low class of the society.

Christians are treated as second class citizens in Pakistan. They are hated and discriminated against. Christians do not get equal opportunities due to their faith. They belong to a poorer class and are ignored by the state. 

We plan to ask for this PETITION to be filed in The House of Common in Ottawa, hoping the government will look into this as a serious matter and a threat to peace worldwide. We would ask the government of Canada use all its political influence on the government of Pakistan to abolish blasphemy laws and guarantee the safety and security of all religious minorities in Pakistan.   

Blasphemy Laws 295-B & 295-C
295-B 
Defiling, etc, of copy of Holy Quran. Whoever will fully defiles, damages or desecrates a copy of the Holy Quran or of an extract therefrom or uses it in any derogatory manner or for any unlawful purpose shall be punishable for imprisonment for life.

295-C 
Use of derogatory remarks, etc; in respect of the Holy Prophet. Whoever by words, either spoken or written or by visible representation, or by any imputation, innuendo, or insinuation, directly or indirectly, defiles the sacred name of the Holy Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) shall be punished with death, or imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine.
WHY Christian women Asia Bibi was sentenced to death 

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xfp1al_cnn-christian-asia-bibi-faces-death-blasphemy-5-51_news
Exclusive Footage of Shahbaz Bhatti, predict his own assassination

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBTBqUJomRE
Christians were set on fire in July 2009  Gojra Pakistan  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntaBpXaV43c&feature=fvw
Taliban’s Warning to Christians to in Pakistan

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZHVg7PP0VA
You are Christian not Pakistani 11 years girl beaten up by her school teacher

http://www.bosnewslife.com/9431-christian-girl-attacked-for-saying-shes-pakistani
Anger Muslim mob attacked Church 

http://video.google.ca/videoplay?docid=8155050086073843950&ei=GhubS_CCCpqoqwKmgvHqDA&q=christians+in+Pakistan#docid=-6647433165077461219
Exclusive Footage of Shahbaz Bhatti, predict his own assassination

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBTBqUJomRE
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